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School Year Reflection 

As we look to the summer break ,we are also looking to continue to 
address critical issues that are outlined in our Strategic Plan: 2015-2018 
(SP).   

Since arriving in 2013, the Administration and School Committee have 
worked tirelessly to find new REVENUE for the schools. Yes, this 
school department is bringing in new revenue sources. Two specific 
lines are School Choice and International Students.  

We committed as part of the 2017 override $175,000 in School Choice 
funds for FDK.  The remaining amount ($125K) is coming from School 
Choice with attention to NEW School Choice enrollment. Specifically 
we have 30 new choice students.  

So, how much did this start up cost YOU- the family with the 02766 
zip code? As a start up cost, it cost you nothing as we fully funded FDK 
with School Choice funds just like we have done for 1:1 technology, 
professional development and curriculum needs.  
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 What will be the benefit short and long term? Significant, considering that ALL of our students will 
be provided the same opportunity. Moreover, with the local charter ADDING 400 seats we must be 
more competitive in all areas. Beyond FDK we will also fund 1:1 technology for the entering Grade 6 
and Grade 10 students. This will be done during the upcoming school year.  
  
The next question is what about the following year? Well, that is also a straightforward answer- 
EVERY year our budget is “up in the air.” Every line item is scrutinized. However, I can suggest the 
following- money saved from the Charter School is money that should be part of the NPS school 
budget. If the students leave with money to the Charter then the money once they come back or don’t 
leave should also stay with NPS.  
  
The criticism on social media has been significant but the academic, social emotional and financial 
needs of the District will only improve because of these initiatives. We don’t make decisions based on 
social media. We make them based on moving forward, providing the best we can and NOT listening 
to those who can only criticize from behind a computer.  
  
In a few years, many will look back at this decision as a critical turning point. We believe this decision 
will improve Lancer Nation.  
  
This is our last newsletter for the current school year and I want to wish all of our families a safe 
summer vacation.  See you in September 2017.  
 
 

Continued from page 1 

Have a safe summer vacation!  
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The Office of  
Teaching and Learning 

Summer Learning  
Over the last month, the Office of Teaching and Learning has been working with families four incoming 
kindergarten students, registering them for the 2017-2018 school year. All students that had their 
applications for Full-Day Kindergarten in by the deadline on March 1st were granted a spot in a Full-Day 
classroom. Parents must confirm that they plan to accept this placement no later than Friday, March 24th.  
If there are any families that have a child entering kindergarten this fall that have not yet registered them, 
we encourage you to do so as soon as possible. Information on registration can be found on the District 
website under the “Families” tab. http://www.norton.k12.ma.us/families/kindergarten-registration  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MCAS Testing 
Beginning at the end of March, students in Grades 3-10 will participate in the annual MCAS assessment. 
For our high school students, the assessments will remain largely similar as they have in years’ past. 
However, for our students in Grade 3-8 they will be taking the first MCAS 2.0 assessment. In Grades 4-8, 
all students will be participating in the computer-based assessment and will use District Chromebooks.  
 
In partnership with the Instructional Technology office, we are working with both teachers and students 
so that they can feel comfortable with this type of assessment. The Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education has released student tutorials as well as practice assessments so that students have 
the opportunity to experience the online assessment prior to the day of testing. The MCAS schedule for 
each of our buildings can be found on the school website.  

 

Jennifer O’Neill, Assistant Superintendent for Teaching and Learning 
@NortonCIA 

With summer vacation quickly approaching, one of our primary goals is to help all students continuing 
learning over the summer. The “summer slide” is a very real phenomenon and not as fun as it sounds. 
Decades of research confirm that summer learning loss is real and can be extremely detrimental to student 
success. The RAND Corporation report, which was released in 2011, shows that the average summer 
learning loss in math and reading for American students can amount to one month per school year. 
Further research from the National Summer Learning Association shows that “All young people 
experience learning losses when they do not engage in educational activities during the summer.” 

All summer learning information for students K-12 can be found on our district website. For more 
information on the importance of summer learning and some ideas for your child, take a minute to read 
this article on “The Academic Summer Slide: Fact or Fiction?” 
http://www.engagingmindsonline.com/blog/26-blog/282-the-academic-summer-slide-fact-or-fiction  

  

 

 

Full Day Kindergarten 
Over the first month, the Office of Teaching and Learning has been working with families for incoming 
kindergarten students, registering them for the 2017-2018 school year. All students that had their 
applications for Full-Day Kindergarten in by the deadline on March 1st were granted a spot in a Full-Day 
classroom. Parents must confirm that they plan to accept this placement no later than Friday, March 24th.  
If there are any families that have a child entering kindergarten this fall that have not yet registered them, 
we encourage you to do so as soon as possible. Information on registration can be found on the District 
website under the “Families” tab. http://www.norton.k12.ma.us/families/kindergarten-registration  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MCAS Testing 
Beginning at the end of March, students in Grades 3-10 will participate in the annual MCAS assessment. 
For our high school students, the assessments will remain largely similar as they have in years’ past. 
However, for our students in Grade 3-8 they will be taking the first MCAS 2.0 assessment. In Grades 4-8, 
all students will be participating in the computer-based assessment and will use District Chromebooks.  
 
In partnership with the Instructional Technology office, we are working with both teachers and students 
so that they can feel comfortable with this type of assessment. The Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education has released student tutorials as well as practice assessments so that students have 
the opportunity to experience the online assessment prior to the day of testing. The MCAS schedule for 

On Monday, May 22nd, the Norton School Committee voted to use funding from School Choice to 
implement universal full day kindergarten for all incoming students in the fall of 2017. This means that 
families will NOT need to pay tuition so that their child may attend full day kindergarten. 
Additionally, the district will no longer offer a half-day option for students.  
  
Since 2013, the School Choice program offers students from outside districts the opportunity to attend 
Norton Public Schools at a cost to their sending districts. These funds come directly to the school 
department and have been used over the years to support district initiatives such as 1:1 Chromebooks 
at Norton Middle School and enhanced technology at all schools. The School Committee and 
administration of Norton Public Schools believe that equal access to full day kindergarten is important 
and have made the commitment to utilize school choice funds for this initiative. We believe all 
students will benefit from the extended time on learning, a developmental approach to social emotional 
concepts, and instruction that focuses on the whole child.  
  
All students, regardless of their current enrollment status, will be placed in a full day classroom for 
September. Any families that have already made a deposit will be refunded as soon as possible. If you 
have any questions about this exciting news, please do not hesitate to reach out to the Office of 
Teaching and Learning at 508-285-0100 x8.  
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Business and Transportation 

Lincoln Lynch IV, School Business Manager 

BUDGET UPDATE 

A final Fiscal Year 2017-2018 (FY18) School Department budget was approved by a Town Meeting vote 
on May 8 followed by the Norton School Committee’s vote of approval on May 22.  The total budget for 
next fiscal year beginning July 1, 2017 and ending June 30, 2018 is $27,105,655 an increase of 3.8% or 
$993,369 based on the current FY17 budget of $26,112,286.      

  

TRANSPORTATION REMINDER 

The Norton School Committee voted to change deadlines and guidelines regarding transportation.  ALL 
students who wish to take the bus to school whether you must pay the fee or not MUST FILL OUT A 
BUS APPLICATION by JULY 28, 2017. Bus routes will be created based off the final paid list on July 
28, 2017.  Applications can be obtained at the Superintendent’s office at 64 W Main St. or online on the 
Transportation page found on the District’s website here 
https://www.norton.k12.ma.us/district/transportation 

All applications must be submitted and the $350 fee must be paid by July 28th in order to guarantee a 
spot on a bus next year.  Bus passes will be distributed on the first day of school and will be checked and 
monitored by bus drivers every day. No student will be allowed to take the bus to school without a pass. 

     

Bus Recap:    1. Applications due July 28, 2017 

2. $350 fee due July 28, 2017 

3. If both 1 & 2 are not followed, a seat on a bus for the 
FY18 school year will not be guaranteed 

 

If you have questions regarding the new transportation 
guidelines please contact me at 
lincolnlynch@norton.k12.ma.us      
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Wade Lizotte, Director of Facilities 

 Facilities and Grounds 

The Facilities department is getting ready for what appears to be a very busy summer. We 
will be hosting the Champions day care program here at the H.A. Yelle school. We will 
also be hosting Summer school classes at the L.G. Nourse and at the High School. The 
summer enrichment program returns this summer to NPS with sessions also being held at 
Norton High School.  

In regards to facility improvements, we have the following scheduled this summer. In all 
buildings, we will continue to test and make improvements to our drinking water and 
bubblers in regards to lead and copper. Our results will be posted on our District’s website. 
We will also be performing our normal scheduled summertime cleaning: stripping and 
waxing floors, cleaning classrooms and kitchens, washing windows, dusting and 
vacuuming. We will also be conducting endless inspections and renewal of our building 
certificates. Fire equipment, sprinkler systems, elevators, bleachers, air flow and building 
exhaust vents, A/C units, generators, Asbestos, pesticides are just some of the inspections 
that we will have to pass before we can open our buildings come September.  

 

• High School - Paving, sealcoating, re-lining and sidewalk repairs  
• LG Nourse - Paving and moving Project Early out. 
• JC Solmonese - Moving Project Early in and painting. 
• Middle School - Installing a new fire panel. Removing classroom carpets on the first 

and second floors and installing new tile. 
• HA Yelle - Re-building boiler # 3 and painting.  

  

In the end, we are constantly maintaining and improving our school buildings, making 
them safe and inviting places for our kids to come to everyday to learn and grow. 
Hopefully, each building is a place where your children can make unforgettable memories 
that will last a lifetime. We hope you and your families all have a wonderful summer 
vacation. See you back here in September. 
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Jeanne Sullivan, Director of Pupil Personnel Services 
@NPSPPS 

Pupil Personnel Services 

Extended School Year 
 
If your child’s IEP Team has determined the need 
for extended school year services, your child will be 
receiving extended school year services, services will 
be provided at the L.G. Nourse School for students 
in preschool-entering grade 8.  Itinerant therapy 
services and tutoring will also be provided at L. G. 
Nourse. Students who are entering grade 9-high 
school will be attending at Norton High School. 
You will be receiving a letter with your child’s 
specific program assignment and teacher names 
shortly. If you have not yet returned the blue 
transportation emergency form, please return it as 
soon as possible. 
 
  
SEPAC - Special Education Parent 
Advisory Council 
 
We are looking for new members to participate in 
the SEPAC. If you are looking for support, want to 
help support others, need some advice on where to 
turn to address your child’s needs, are looking to 
collaborate with the District in building supportive 
services for children with disabilities - we need 
you!!  The SEPAC generally meets every other 
month on Wednesday evenings.  Topics being 
considered for next year include understanding your 
child’s IEP, Parent procedural safeguards, transition 
between schools, MCAS 2.0 and Special Education, 
etc…  If you are interested, please contact Jeanne 
Sullivan, Director of Pupil Personnel Services - 
jsullivan@norton.k12.ma.us 
  

Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education Coordinated Program 
Review 

The Coordinated Program Review Process is a 
process that all districts undergo every six 
years.  The process involves a review of district 
procedures to ensure that we are following the 
required State and Federal Regulations.  The first 
step in this process is completing a self-study of 
our practices as well as review of several student 
records. We have just completed our self-study. 
The next steps in the process will take place 
during the 2017-2018 school year.  I will keep you 
updated as we move through the process 

  

Congratulations 

Congratulations to all members of the Class of 
2017 and families!!! Please keep us posted on your 
amazing accomplishments!!!  

I hope that you and your families have a 
wonderful summer!!  Take time to do something 
fun, enjoy being together!!!! 
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1:1 Technology Update 
At the June 12, 2017 School Committee meeting, School Choice funds were approved to be used to provide 
Chromebooks for students entering grade 6 at Norton Middle School as well as students entering grade 10 
at Norton High School. These devices will be acquired over the summer and distribution will take in late 
August or early September. The 400 new Chromebooks will be in addition to the 600+ we provided to 
students at NMS this year. For the 2017-2018 school year, all students in grades 6-10 will have access to a 
school provided device at no cost to families if they choose to participate. The option to Bring Your Own 
Device (BYOD) remains in place for students in grades 11 and 12. Information sessions will take place for 
parents/guardians and students prior to distribution.  
 
Students in grades 6-7-8 who currently have a District provided Chromebook will need to return it and the 
power cord prior to summer vacation. The technology department needs time to perform general 
maintenance on the machines. Chromebooks will be returned to students in the fall when school resumes. If 
you have any questions regarding the 1:1 program, please contact the technology department at 
508.285.0100 x9 or email kwinsper@norton.k12.ma.us  
 
Student Interns 
During this past school year, the technology department was very fortunate to have several Norton High 
School students work with us throughout the year. Whether through the Internship class at NHS or through 
community service, these students were instrumental in assisting our three-person department with all 
things technology. These students went above and beyond and we thank them for their contributions to our 
department! 

• Reid Hathaway, Class of 2017 
• Myles Cheda, Class of 2017 
• Vincenzo DeMarco, Class of 2018 
• Nicholas Castelluzi, Class of 2019 

Karen Winsper, Director of Instructional Technology 
@kwinsper 

Technology Department 

Congratulations to tech interns 
Reid and Myles on their graduation 

from NHS!  

Good luck next year at UMASS 
Dartmouth (computer science) and 
Wentworth Institute of Technology 

(computer engineering).  

We are proud of you! 


