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Norton Public Schools 

Science Curriculum Map  

Grade 2 

 

 September October November December January  

C
o

n
te

n
t  INTRODUCTION: 

Be a Scientist 

 LIFE SCIENCE: 

Characteristics of Animals 

 LIFE SCIENCE: 
Characteristics of Plants 

 LIFE SCIENCE: 
Land Habitats 

 LIFE SCIENCE: 

Land Habitats 
 PHYSICAL SCIENCE: 

Forces and Machines 
 

C
o
n

ten
t 

S
k
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ls

 

 Explore the skills that 

scientists use in their work. 

 Identify and describe the safe 

and proper use of tools and 
materials. 

 Explore and classify living 

and nonliving things. 

 Identify and understand that 

animals need air, water, food, 
and shelter for survival. 

 Identify the characteristics of 

different animal groups 
(mammals, fish, birds, 
insects, reptiles, and 
amphibians). 

 Identify and sequence the life 

cycle of a mammal and an 
insect. 

 Identify animal groups as 

mammals, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians, fish, and insects. 

 Explain in words or pictures 

how adaptations (such as 
camouflage, migration, and 
hibernation) benefit animals. 

 Recognize and explain a food 

chain using the terms 
“predator” and “prey”. 

 Identify that a food web is a 

group of several food chains 
that are connected.  

 Explore and classify living 

and nonliving things. 

 Identify and understand that 

plants need light, water, air, 
and minerals for survival. 

 Understand and explain the 

life cycle of a plant. 

 Identify how plants are 

similar and different. 

 Identify the parts of plants as 
leaves, stem, roots, flowers, 

fruits, and seeds. 

 Recognize and understand 
various ways people use 

plants. 

 Describe how a woodland 

habitat changes through the 
seasons. 

 Observe and record at least 

four seasonal changes in the 
local habitat. 

 Understand that different 

plants and animals live in 
different habitats based on 
their specific needs (i.e.: 
woodland, rainforest, Arctic, 
and ocean habitats). 

 Discuss and describe how 

living things are dependent on 
their habitat to meet their 
basic needs. 

 Identify plant and animal life 

native to each habitat and 
describe at least two of each 

in words and/or pictures. 

 Understand that different 

plants and animals live in 
different habitats based on 
their specific needs (i.e.: 
woodland, rainforest, Arctic, 
and ocean habitats). 

 Discuss and describe how 

living things are dependent on 
their habitat to meet their 
basic needs. 

 Identify plant and animal life 

native to each habitat and 
describe at least two of each 
in words and/or pictures. 

 Demonstrate that objects can 

be moved by applying force 
such as pushing or pulling. 

 Understand different ways 

that objects can move and 
change direction. 

 Recognize how a force and 

the direction of a force can 
change. 

 Explore and investigate how 

levers lift objects. 

 Understand and demonstrate 

how a lever works. 

S
k

ills 
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 Informal observations 

 Classroom discussions 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

A: TE: A1 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

A: TE: A1 

 Performance Assessment: 

Using simple tools and 
materials, students will draw 
pictures of their houses and 
an animal’s habitat. Describe 
differences and similarities. 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

B: TE: B1 

 Performance Assessment: 

Design and construct a habitat 
for a living organism that 
meets its needs for food, air, 
and water. 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

B: TE: B1 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

F: TE: F1 A
ssessm

en
t 
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  Macmillan/McGraw-Hill TE: 

S1-S16 

 Skills and Handbook 
Transparencies S1-S11 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

A: Chapter 2: Lessons 5-7 
TE: Lesson Planner A30 a & 

b  

 Leveled Readers TE: A1-b 

 Additional Resources TE: A1 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill 
Unit A: Chapter 1: Lessons 

1-4 TE: Lesson Planner A2 a 
& b 

 Leveled Readers TE: A1-b 

 Additional Resources TE: 
A1 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 
B: Chapter 3: Lessons 1-5 

TE: Lesson Planner B2 a & b 

 Leveled Readers TE: B1-b 

 Additional Resources TE: B1 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 
B: Chapter 3: Lessons 1-5 

TE: Lesson Planner B2 a & b 

 Leveled Readers TE: B1-b 

 Additional Resources TE: B1 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 
F: Chapter 11: Lessons 1-3 

TE: Lesson Planner F2 a & b 

 Leveled Readers TE: F1-b 

 Additional Resources TE: F1 

R
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th
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n
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 What is science? 

 What is a scientist? 

 How do animals meet their 

needs? 

 Why do humans and animals 

use parts of their bodies as 
tools? 

 How do plants meet their 

needs? 

 What is the importance of 

plants? 

 Why are habitats different?  Why are habitats different?  What causes motion? 

 What is the proper and safe 

use of a tools? 

O
th

er/E
ssen
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u
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Science Curriculum Map  

Grade 2 

 

 February March April May June  

C
o

n
te
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 PHYSICAL SCIENCE: 

States of Matter 
 

 EARTH SCIENCE: 
Weather and Earth Changes 
Sun and Earth 

 LIFE SCIENCE: 

Water Habitats 
 EARTH SCIENCE: 

Earth Yesterday and Today 
 PHYSICAL SCIENCE: 

Magnets 
 

C
o
n

ten

t 

S
k
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 Describe matter by its 

observable properties. 

 Describe with words or 

pictures observable properties 
of solids, liquids, and gases. 

 Demonstrate through 

experimentation with 
common materials, that states 
of matter can change 
(physical and chemical 

changes). 

 Observe, record, and describe 

seasonal weather patterns. 

 Identify and describe the 

water cycle: evaporation, 
condensation, precipitation, 
and accumulation. 

 Observe and identify using 

words and/or pictures that 
water occurs in three forms in 
nature. 

 Observe and record daily 
temperature and weather 
conditions. 

 Identify and describe the 
physical characteristics of the 

earth (land and water). 

 Identify how rocks can 
change over time. 

 Understand that erosion of 
rocks is caused by sand, soil, 

and wind. 

 Observe and demonstrate at 
least two properties of air. 

 Create an instrument to 
demonstrate air movement 

(i.e. kite). 

 Understand that the sun is a 
star that gives the earth heat 

and light. 

 Demonstrate that day and 

night are caused by the 
earth’s rotation. 

 Identify that seasons change 

due to the earth’s rotation. 
 

 Understand that different 

plants and animals live in 
different habitats based on 
their specific needs (i.e.: 
woodland, rainforest, Arctic, 

and ocean habitats). 

 Discuss and describe how 
living things are dependent on 

their habitat to meet their 
basic needs. 

 Identify plant and animal life 

native to each habitat and 
describe at least two of each 
in words and/or pictures. 

 Discuss and understand how 

we can help protect the 
Earth’s habitats. 

 Recognize and understand 

ways that habitats can be 
destroyed. 

 Define fossils and understand 

how they are formed. 

 Recognize that fossils provide 

information about the past. 

 Define what a paleontologist 

is and explain how they work 
with fossils. 

 Explore what happens when 

an animal population’s needs 
are not met and understand 
the terms “endangered” and 
“extinction”. 

 Observe that a magnet is 

attracted to all things 
composed of iron. 

 Locate and name magnetic 

poles and record using words 
or pictures movement of 
magnets relative to 
positioning of poles. 

 Understand poles of a magnet 
and define the terms ‘attract”, 

“repel”, and “magnetic field”. 

 Demonstrate ways magnets 
attract (pull) or repel (push) 

other magnets. 

 Demonstrate that objects can 

be moved by applying force 
such as pushing or pulling. 

 Classify magnetic and non-

magnetic materials through 
experimentation (i.e.: paper 
clips, toothpicks, etc.). 
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 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

E: TE: E1 

 Performance Assessment: 

Using different types of 
containers, students will 
discuss and demonstrate if 
containers are appropriate. 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

C: TE: C1 

 MacMillan/McGraw-Hill 

Unit D: TE: D1 
 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

B: TE: B1 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

C: TE: C1 
 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

F: TE: F1 
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 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

E: Chapter 9: Lessons 1-3 
TE: Lesson Planner E2 a & b  

 Leveled Readers TE: E1-b 

 Additional Resources TE: E1 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill 

Unit C: Chapter 5: Lessons 
1-2 TE: Lesson Planner C2 a 

& b  

 Leveled Readers TE: C1-b 

 Additional Resources TE: C1 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill 

Unit D: Chapter 7: Lessons 
1-2 TE: Lesson Planner D2 a 
& b  

 Leveled Readers TE: D1-b 

 Additional Resources TE: 

D1 

 Weather conditions and/or 

patterns can be charted 
during daily calendar 
activities 

 Activities on air movement 

 Beaufort Wind Scale 

 Student created kites and/or 

windsocks, pinwheels 

 NOTE: Lessons on 

properties of air are not in 
the text 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

B: Chapter 4: Lessons 7-8 
TE: Lesson Planner B30 a & 

b  

 Leveled Readers TE: B1-b 

 Additional Resources TE: B1 

 Assorted Earth Day literature 

and follow-up activities 

 Teacher created lessons and 

activities on ecology 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

C: Chapter 6: Lessons 4-6 
TE: Lesson Planner C28 a & 

b  

 Leveled Readers TE: C1-b 

 Additional Resources TE: C1 

 Macmillan/McGraw-Hill Unit 

F: Chapter 12: Lessons 5-6 
TE: Lesson Planner F34 a & 

b  

 Leveled Readers TE: F1-b 

 Additional Resources TE: F1 

R
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u
rces/ T
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n

o
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g
y
 

O
th

er
/E
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e

n
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a
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u

es
ti

o
n

s  What is matter?  What affects our Earth? 

 What is a cycle? 

 Why are habitats different?  What information do 

scientists get from Earth’s 
past? 

 How are magnets useful? O
th

er/E
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