
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Norton Public School System does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, sex, gender identity, 

religion, national origin, sexual orientation or disability. 
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Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the Title I Reading program for Norton Public Schools! We are thrilled to 

be working with your child to support their academic development. We are committed 

to establishing a partnership with you and your child’s classroom teacher to make this 

experience a positive one.  

In this booklet, we have included some information about our programs and how you 

can help your child at home. We hope that you find the information helpful and 

informative.  

We encourage you to contact us at any time with any questions or concerns that you 

may have. We will certainly return your call or your email as soon as possible or meet 

with you at any time during the school year. We are truly looking forward to a wonderful 

year together! 

 

       Sincerely, 

      Julie Gill Dooley (JCS) 
      jdooley@norton.k12.ma.us  
 
      Jennifer Ogiba (JCS) 
      jenniferogiba@norton.k12.ma.us 
 
      Gia Sunderland (LGN) 
      giasunderland@norton.k12.ma.us  
       
      Rachel Young (LGN) 
      ryoung@norton.k12.ma.us  
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The Five Essential Components of Reading 

 
Scientific research shows that there are five essential components of reading that children must be taught 

in order to learn to read.  Adults can help children learn to be good readers by systemically practicing 

these five components. 

 

  Phonemic Awareness: 
Children need to be taught to hear sounds in words and that words are made up of the smallest parts of 

sounds, or phonemes. They need to recognize and use individual sounds to create words.  Ways to help 

your young children develop phonemic awareness are: 

 

 Read books to your child that focus on alliteration, or, the same letter sounds.  For example, Six 

Sleepy Sheep by Jeffie Ross Gordon or Four Fur Feet by Margaret Wise Brown. 

 

 Read books to your child that focus on rhyming patterns.  For example, Hop on Pop by Dr. Seuss or 

Sheep in a Jeep by Nancy Shaw.  Look for books of poetry or nursery rhymes in your local library. 

 

 Play word games with your child such as: 

Odd Word Out – Say four words to your child, three rhyming, one non-rhyming. For example, (head, 

bed, desk, said).  Then ask, “Which word doesn’t belong?” 

Rhyming Pairs – Think of two words and ask your child, “Do these sound the same (hose, nose) or 

different (bus, train)?” 

 

  Phonics: 
Children need to understand the relationship between written letters and spoken sounds.  They need to 

be taught the sounds individual printed letters and groups of letters make.  Knowing the relationship 

between letters and sounds helps children recognize familiar words accurately and automatically, and 

“decode” new words.  Ways to help your children with phonics are: 

 

 Read alphabet books with your child.  There are alphabet books out there for all ages – from simple 

books for preschoolers to more complex ones for older kids. 

 

 Make a game of it.  For example, have your child go on an alphabet scavenger hunt in the house.  

First, she must find something that begins with “a”, then “b” and so on.  At the end, take a picture 

of your child with all of the objects. 

 

 

 

  Reading Fluency: 
Children must develop the ability to read text accurately and quickly in order to understand what is read.  

When fluent readers read silently, they recognize words automatically.  When fluent readers read aloud, 

they read effortlessly and with expression.  Readers who are weak in fluency read slowly, word by word, 

and spend so much effort decoding, that they miss the meaning of the text.  Ways to help your children 

develop reading fluency are: 

 

 Read aloud to your child and model reading fluency.  Make sure to read with expression.  If it is a 

new book, preview it beforehand so that you know you can read it smoothly.  Encourage your young 

reader to then read the book to you a couple of times.  Reading practice helps improve fluency. 

 

 Try “echo reading” when reading a poem to your child, in which you read a line, and then your child 

repeats it back to you.  This way, your child will get the feel for how words should be chunked 

together to sound like natural speech. 
 

  Vocabulary Development: 
It is very important for children to learn the meaning and pronunciation of words, and actively expand their 

knowledge of written and spoken words and how those words are used. The larger and stronger a child’s 

spoken vocabulary, the more background knowledge that child will bring to his or her reading experience.  

Ways you can help your children develop a rich vocabulary are: 

 

 Talk about a variety of things with your child.  Take family trips to the park, zoo, a local apple 

orchard, farm, … , wherever, and talk about what you see.  This will expose your child to new words.  

Have dinner together as a family where each member can talk about their day. 

 

 When reading with your child, highlight the vocabulary in the book.  Talk about new words.  Since 

they are in the context of the story, they will be more meaningful and easier for your child to 

remember. 

 

 Read a variety of books with your children, including joke books.  Not only are joke books fun, but 

humor often plays on words and can teach your child figurative and multiple meanings of words. 
 

  Reading Comprehension: 
Children need to acquire strategies to understand, remember, and communicate what they’ve read.  

Students who are in control of their own reading comprehension become purposeful, active readers. 

 

 Good readers visualize what is happening in the story while they are reading.  When reading with 

your children, have them close their eyes when reading certain parts of the book.  See if they can 

“picture” what a character or place looks like or what is happening.  Have them use their vocabulary 

to describe what the “see”. 

 

 After reading a story to your children, close the book and have them retell it back to you.  Read the 

book again to see how much was remembered. 



 

 
 

 

Help Your Child 
Become a  

Better Reader 
   
 

Questions to ask your child while reading fiction text 

 

 Who is the main character? 

 What was the setting? 

 What was the problem in the story and how was it solved? 

 What do you predict will happen next in the story? 

 Why do you think the author chose the title for the story? 

 Do you like the title of the story?  Why or why not? 

 Can you think of a different title for the story? 

 Which character from the story would you choose 
to be your friend?  Why? 

 What part of the story was the most exciting?  Why? 

 Did you like the end?  Why or why not? 

 

 
 

 

Help Your Child 
Become a  

Better Reader 
   
 

Questions to ask your child while reading 
nonfiction text 

 

 What is the main idea of the text? 

 What did you learn from reading the text? 

 Are there any words that you do not know  
what they mean? 

 What are some new words that you learned? 

 Do you have any questions after reading this? 

 Were there any important features (charts,  
diagrams, pictures) that were important? 

 Where could you find more information about this topic? 

 Did you like this text?  Why or why not? 

 

 



 

 
Steps:  
 
1. Open up to a page in the book.  

2. Raise one finger for each word you don’t understand or can’t pronounce.  

3. Use this Hand to see if this book is right for you.  
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Stuck on a word? 
 

 
 

Eagle Eye - Look at the pictures! 

 Look at the picture for clues 

 

Lips the Fish - Get your lips ready! 

 Say the first few sounds of the new word 

 Read to the end of sentence and say it again 

 

Stretchy Snake - Stretch it out! 

 Stretch the word out slowly 

 Put the sounds together 

 

Chunky Monkey - Chunk the Word! 

 Look for a chunk that you know (-at, -an) 

 Look for a word part (-ing, -er) 

 
Skippy Frog - Skip It, Skip It! 

 Skip the word 

 Read to the end of the sentence 

 Hop back and READ IT, READ IT! 
 

 

Tryin’ Lion - Try it again! 

 Try to reread the sentence 

 Try a word that makes sense 

 
Helpful Kangaroo - Ask for help! 

 Ask for help (after you have tried all of the 

other strategies 

 

Never let the word win.  Read on!!!! 



 

How important is daily reading?    

 YOU can change the future NOW!  

 Your child can be exposed to 1.8 million words a year in 20 minutes of reading a day.   

 Exposure to reading is important in increasing vocabulary for fluency and 
comprehension (understanding what is read) to use in Science and History in middle 
school. 

How do I fit daily reading in? 

 Read to them! In the bathtub, on the field, before, during, and after a meal.  Be a great 
model and it improves your child’s ability to read with expression and understand story 
structure. Children can understand more (up to 2 grade levels higher) when read to 
because they do not have to use mental energy decoding the words.  

 Take turns. Read one page and then your child can read one page. 

 Rereading the same book over and over again helps them build fluency (easy 
recognition of words); Rhyming, Joke, and Poetry books. 

 Control screen time and Steal back 10 minutes a day to read, at www.starfall.com, 
www.spellingcity.com, or www.wegivebooks.org. 

 Bring a book or magazine everywhere! Borrow books on CD for the car from the 
Library.  

 Encourage using strategies to solve a word; if it cannot be sounded out, supply the 
word and GO on.  

 Use an e-reader or a free online reading program to listen to books. (Tumblebooks free 
with a local library card! Go to www.sailsinc.org scroll down, then dbl. click on 
TumbleBooks icon on left, dbl. click on blue Tumble Premium, then click on blue 
Norton Public Library, enter Library card number and enjoy!) 

 Play word games in the car (rhyming games and change the first,  middle, or last letter; 
sat, fat, mat, map, tap, sap, sip, sop). 

  And, talk, talk, talk about what you are reading and what you have read together.  
Keep it fun and enjoy reading together.  
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11 FREE READING 

WEBSITES 

AND FREE APPS 

 
www.storylineonline.net  -Developed by The Screen Actors Guild Foundation, Storyline Online features 
accomplished actors and actresses reading some of their favorite children’s books.  Each story comes with a free 
Activity Guide and can be viewed on YouTube or SchoolTube.  Rainbow Fish, Wilfrid Gordon Macdonald Partridge, 
and To Be a Drum are just a few of the books available. 

http://readtomelv.com  -Read to Me features popular children’s books being read by famous performers.  There 
are activity guides with hands-on ideas, discussion questions, and lessons on State Standards.  Entirely free, the 
site is colorful and engaging. 

http://wegivebooks.org  -We Give Books offers students a unique opportunity to read for social good.  Each book 

that is read results in a book that is donated to a charity for children.  While the books are not read aloud, they 

allow students to practice “Read to Self” with a good fit book during center time.  There are books for children in 

preschool through fourth grade. 

http://starfall.com  -While some areas of Starfall are part of their premium service, they have many early reader 
stories available for free.  Students can follow along as the story is read to them and can, in some instances, help 
create their own story.  The website is highly engaging and a favorite of young readers. 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/online-storytime-books-toys/379003588/ 

From The Kissing Hand read by author Audrey Wood to Pinkalicious read by Victoria Kann, Barnes and Noble’s 

Online Storytime has popular children’s books read out loud.  While there are no supplemental materials to 

accompany the stories, this free site is perfect for “Listen to Reading” stations.   Note:  The first story begins right 

away when the page opens so be sure that your volume is adjusted accordingly before clicking the link. 

http://tumblebooks.com/  -TumbleBooks is a pay-for-use site that traditionally sells licenses to libraries.  Many 
public libraries, such as the Town of Norton and the city of Attleboro Public Library, offer free access to their 
TumbleBooks account.  Students can follow along as the text is read them to help improve comprehension and 
fluency.  Choose from picture books to chapter books.   

http://en.childrenslibrary.org  -Discover books from around the world at the International Children’s Digital 
Library.  The free site does not read the books aloud, but students can read them independently during Read to 
Self or free time.  This is a great site for extension activities when learning about different regions of the world 
and can be used effectively into the middle school grades. 

http://www.abcya.com  -Children can listen to short stories read aloud to them as they follow along with the 
highlighted text.  ABCya! has a variety of educational games in addition to the featured stories.  Free resources 
and materials are available for grades K through 5. 

 

 

 

http://www.storynory.com  -Storynory features a collection of original, fairytale, and classic children’s audio 

stories.  Students can follow along with the story as it is read to them, as the text is also included on the 

site.  There are also some great features available that give you the option of downloading the audio to your 

computer, listening to “catch phrase” explanations, translating text into different languages. 

http://ngexplorer.cengage.com/ngyoungexplorer/index.html  -National Geographic Young Explorers is a magazine 
designed specifically for kindergarten and first grade students.  Children can listen to the magazine being read to 
them as they follow along with the highlighted text.  It is a great way to bring interesting non-fiction stories into 
reading time. 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk  - After registering for a free account, you have access to over 250 children’s audio 
books that can be used in the classroom.  The book text is not part of the presentation, so students will not be 
able to follow along as it is read to them. 

http://www.bookadventure.com/Home.aspx  Book Adventure is a fun, free way to motivate your child to read! 
Kids in grades K-8 can search for books, read them offline, come back to quiz on what they’ve read, and earn 
prizes for their reading success. Start your reading adventure below! 

Free Apps:  for IPad, IPhone, IPod 
Read Me Stories:  This FREE app features a new book every day! 

iDiary for Kids Lite:  Although this isn’t technically a “reading” app, reading and 

writing go hand-in-hand and this is a great diary!  

Sight Word List customize your own lists       

Reading Eggs Sight Words (free version):  Similar to the Paid Version, but with 

some restrictions 

BOB Books #1 (free version) 

Honorable Mentions Low Cost Apps:  

Monkey Word School Adventure ($1.99)    WordWorld ($1.99) 

Starfall Learn to Read ($2.99)    Meet the Sight Words ($0.99)      

WEBSITES FOR PARENTS WITH STRUGGLING READERS: 
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/collection/more-reading-resources/keep-your-kids-reading-all-
summer-longwww.readingrockets.org  

www.readingrockets.org  
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