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OUR MISSION:  

Guided by our Core Values, the Norton Public Schools, in active partnership with 
parents and the community, will provide each student with a quality education, 
one which fosters personal development and intellectual growth and prepares 
each to contribute and succeed as a productive and responsible global citizen in 
the 21st century 
 
NMS CORE VALUES: MEETING THE NEEDS OF THE WHOLE CHILD 
As an active member of the New England League of Middle Schools (NELMS) and 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Middle Level Educators (COMMLE), the Norton Middle School's mission is 
directly aligned with the eight principles for middle school education as outlined in "Turning Points", a national 
study on the education of early adolescents: 
Trust  
School should be a place where close, trusting relationships with adults and peers create a climate for personal 
growth and intellectual development. This is accomplished by: 

 Creating smaller learning environments or clusters 

 Forming teachers and students into teams 

 Assigning an adult advisor to each student 
 
Critical Thinking 
Every student in the middle grades should learn to think critically through mastery of an appropriate body of 
knowledge, lead a healthy life, behave ethically, and assume the responsibilities of citizenship in a pluralistic 
society. This is accomplished by: 

 Teaching young adolescents to think critically 

 Teaching young adolescents to develop healthful lifestyles 

 Teaching young adolescents to be active citizens 

 Integrating subject matter across disciplines 

 Teaching students to learn successfully 
 

The Opportunity to Succeed 
All young adolescents should have the opportunity to succeed in every aspect of the middle grade program, 
regardless of previous achievement or the pace at which they learn. This is accomplished by: 

 Employing heterogeneous grouping 

 Using flexible and block scheduling to maximize learning 

 Expanding opportunities for learning 
 

Decision Making 
Decisions concerning the experiences of middle grade students should be made by the adults who know them 
best. This is accomplished by: 

 Establishing building governance structures where decision-making is shared 

 Designating leaders for the teaching process 
 

Expert Teachers 
Teachers in middle grade schools should be selected and specially educated to teach young adolescents. This is 
accomplished by: 

 Developing expert teachers of young adolescents 
 



Healthy Living 
Young adolescents must be healthy in order to learn. This is accomplished by: 

 Ensuring student access to health services 

 Establishing the school as a health-promoting environment 
 
Family Ties 
Families and middle grade schools must be allied through trust and respect if young adolescents are to succeed 
in school. This is accomplished by: 

 Offering parents meaningful roles in school governance 

 Keeping parents informed and involved 

 Offering families opportunities to support the learning process at home and at school 
 
Community Ties 
School and community organizations should share responsibility for each middle grade student's success. This 
is accomplished by: 

 Placing students in youth services 

 Ensuring student access to health and social services 

 Community organizations supporting the middle grade education program 

 Community organizations augmenting resources for teachers and students 

 Expanding career guidance for students 

 Middle school years are recognized as a transition stage between the elementary and high school levels. 
While at the middle school, a student should develop talents and abilities to the maximum in all areas of 
school life. This would include academics, special areas, physical development and social interactions. 
We feel the middle school should provide a challenging environment in which students may acquire skills 
necessary for the transition to the next developmental stage.   

 

NMS CORE VALUES: RESPECT AND RESPONSIBILITY 
 

THE STUDENT 
You are the most important person in our school. We are all here to help you grow intellectually, socially, 
emotionally and physically. We have studied for many years to have the privilege of teaching you. We will do 
our best for you and hope that you will do your best also. Included in this handbook are policies that reflect our 
values in the day-to-day operations of our school. Our goal is that your understanding of these responsibilities 
and the significant role they play in making our school an effective place to learn, will grow deeper and broader 
over time. 
 
We expect that each student: 

 Be motivated to work consistently at their optimum ability. 

 Acquire the knowledge to pass the basic skills curriculum. 

 Acquire skills necessary to access information. 

  Develop and broaden abstract reasoning skills to enable the use of higher level thinking skills. 

 Develop effective oral and written communication skills.  
 



THE TEACHERS 
Teachers are hired by the school system to provide students with the opportunity to receive a good education. 
We should all realize that our teachers are assuming the responsibilities of our parents while we are at school. 
They should receive the respect and consideration that we show our parents. 
 
SHARED RESPONSIBILITIES  
We expect every student and staff member to act with:  

 Respect: Recognizing the worth and rights of self and others, the value of property and the 
environment. Respect includes valuing authority and being courteous to others. 

 Honesty/Integrity: Integrity – being true to one’s ethical beliefs and taking action based on those 
beliefs.  

 Courage: Having the internal strength to follow through on what one believes to be right and fair. 
Courage includes taking action on personal commitments.  

 Personal Responsibility: Individuals being responsible for one’s own actions and future, having 
ownership and being accountable for the outcomes of decisions, and learning from mistakes.  

Self-Discipline: Being able to control or improve one’s pattern of behavior in moral, mental, and physical 
wellness.  
Kindness: Thinking and caring about the welfare of others while engaging in the considerate personal 
interaction that enriches the lives of others.  
Justice: Upholding what one believes to be fair. Being fair minded in the treatment of others.  
Social Responsibility: Being willing to participate in or develop community through volunteerism, voting, 
community service, and showing respect for country. 

 

GRADE LEVEL TEAMING 
Norton Middle School subscribes to the concept that “It’s all about the learning!” Our Central focus is to ensure 

success for every student by engaging in and implementing principles and practices of educational research in 

Turning Points. The academic structure at Norton Middle School is organized around the team philosophy. Each 

grade level is divided into two balanced teams made up of students with varied ability levels. Teams’ student 

rosters are primarily based on academic and instructional considerations. There is no formal process for 

requesting particular teams. Teachers and administrators work purposefully to provide students opportunities 

to practice and achieve 21st century learning expectations in a safe and nurturing environment. 

GRADING  

REPORT CARDS 
Report cards are issued three times each year. You may keep your copy of the report card and should return the delivery 
envelope with a parent/guardian signature within two days. 
 
Letter grades are provided using the following criteria: 

A+ = 97-100 B+  =  87-89 C+  = 77-79 D +   67-69  F Below 60 

A  = 93-96 B  =  83-86 C  = 73-76      D = 63-66 

A-  = 90-92 B-  = 80-82 C-  = 70-72  D- = 60-62 

 
Honor Roll Requirements 

High Honors- All A’s in every subject 
Honors- All A’s & B’s in every subject 

   



COURSE OFFERINGS  

 
PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS  
Students failing two or more academic subjects for the year are required to attend and pass summer school in order to 
be promoted to the next grade level. 

 Students failing two classes are required to complete one summer school course  

 Students failing three classes are required to complete two summer school courses 

 For students failing in excess of three classes for the year retention is strongly considered. 
 
SUMMER SCHOOL 
In an effort to improve students’ success, Norton Middle School is offering more opportunities for our students to earn 
passing grades and promotion to the next grade level. This NMS Summer School Day Program is a way to offer this 
opportunity to our students. Students will be able to gain mastery of course specific content that they struggled to 
obtain during the regular school year. Students who enroll in the NMS Day School Program will utilize 21st century skills 
in courses that have been drafted to fit the needs of NMS students. This will allow students not to simply recover lost 
credit, but to eliminate gaps in their learning, and attain the mastery necessary to be successful. 

 

Student Support Services 

“Mission Statement” 

The Norton Public School's Student Support Services Department, in partnership with students, 

parents/guardians, administration, staff, and community will assist all students by addressing their academic, 

career, and personal/social needs. As student advocates, we recognize the unique abilities, diversity, and 

personal worth of each child. Our Pre-K through 12 counseling program focuses on each student's potential for 

growth as they transition through the educational process to become effective students, responsible citizens, 

productive workers, and life-long learners. 

Course Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

Math Math 6 
Academics in Action – 
Math ½ year (All 
Students  

Math 7  
Math 7 Adv. (Algebra I/ 
Part 1)  
Academics in Action – 
Math ½ year (All Students  

Math 8  
Math 8 Adv. (Algebra I/ Part 2) 
 

English ELA Grade 6  
Academics in Action – 
ELA ½ year (all Students) 

ELA 7  
ELA 7 AGL 
Academics in Action – ELA 
½ year (all Students) 

ELA 8 
ELA 8 AGL 

Science Grade 6  Grade 7 Grade 8  

Social Studies Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 

World Languages Exploratory course  Exploratory course Spanish or French Full Year 

Specials : All students take 2 special course per term  
Course Offerings: Art, Music, Physical Education, STEM Lab, Tech Ed, Wellness, Foreign Language (G6,G7) 

ICE Block: Intervention, Correction and Enrichment Period   

NMS Daily Schedule  
6 Day Rotating block  

Students take seven 48 Minute periods A-G  

* AGL = above grade level 



Upon entering Norton Middle School, all students are assigned a counselor to help them navigate challenges 

and utilize the opportunities to meet with success at the Middle School.  

With the counselor they may: 

 discuss concerns about life either in or out of school  

 explore strengths, weaknesses, interests and aptitudes  

 reflect about current responsibilities and future goals 

 develop strategies to become effective personally and socially 

 plan educational programs and deal with other pertinent issues  
 

These interactions may take place in a variety of ways: individually, in small groups, during class visits, and/or in 

other settings. In addition to working with students, counselors interact with other significant adults who affect 

students’ lives. Counselors meet with school staff members, parents, administrators, and professionals from 

outside the school in order to evaluate student functioning, consult about them and coordinate helping efforts 

on their behalf. Parents should contact their child’s counselor if they have any questions or concerns about their 

children. Parents are encouraged to contact the counselor whenever there is an illness, death, separation, 

divorce, or other family crisis. Counselors are also a valuable resource for families in need of referrals or 

information 

 

NMS SPECIALIZED PROGRAMING 
Norton Middle School has several specialized programing for qualifying students. You can find out more about 
these Special Education Programs by following the link to 
https://www.norton.k12.ma.us/uploaded/District/General/NPS_SPED_PROGRAMS_FINAL.pdf  
 
 

English Language Arts Department  

 
COURSE OF STUDIES 
 
The English Language Arts Department aims to promote critical reading, 
analytical thinking, and persuasive and creative writing skills through exposure 
to rich and varied experiences across the literary arts. Course curriculum is 
standards-based, aligned to the Common Core, and designed to encourage clear 
communication and creative expression, and to foster reading for information, 
comprehension, and enjoyment. With the use of Chrome books and computers, 
students learn to word-process, create digital presentations, do internet 
research, and learn other 21st century technology-related skills. 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: GRADE 6  
Grade 6 Language Arts provides integrated approach to the study of reading, literature, writing, and language 
skills aligned with the Common Core. Students have frequent opportunities to engage in reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening through an ongoing study of fiction and nonfiction. Selections include a wide array of 
short stories, as well as novels, poetry, drama, and essays. Reader response includes various options for writing 
including narrative, expository, and persuasive composition. Vocabulary is taught in context within the course 
of study. Consistent emphasis is given to development of analysis, interpretation, and critical thinking through 

https://www.norton.k12.ma.us/uploaded/District/General/NPS_SPED_PROGRAMS_FINAL.pdf


cooperative learning as well as independent study. Students study literature through a hero theme that includes 
novels such as The Giver, short stories, poetry, drama, and nonfiction in order to develop, expand, and apply 
reading skills and strategies. Frequent opportunities for reading at their independent levels, through America’s 
Battle of the Books, provide students with the practice needed to internalize these reading strategies. 
Instruction in writing emphasizes the thinking, creating, and composing processes. Grammar and usage, 
language mechanics, vocabulary and spelling, listening and speaking are all integral parts of the course. Students 
work toward mastering writing strong paragraphs that include central ideas, textual evidence when appropriate, 
and the development of ideas. 
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: GRADE 7 
Grade 7 English encompasses the development of fundamental skills in reading, writing, and language with a 

focus on critical and inferential thinking. Through the use of short stories, plays, and novels, students learn 

various literary elements, including such terms as characterization, setting, conflict, point of view, and theme. 

The Outsiders and A Christmas Carol are two major units of study.  Multi-genres are read, including poetry as 

well as many non-fiction pieces, to develop comprehension and literary interpretation skills. Writing is a strong 

focus where students are required to use the various stages of the writing process, including prewriting, 

planning, drafting, revising, and editing. Narrative, expository, and persuasive writing is taught, with short 

writing assignments done regularly and larger multi-paragraph essays spread throughout the year. Grammar 

and usage instruction is embedded within the writing units. Students are also encouraged and/or required to 

complete supplementary independent readings. The independent application of the skills students learn is the 

core of all instruction. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: GRADE 8 
In Grade 8 English, students read, discuss, and write about literature. Core literature selections are challenging 
and engaging. Literature study focuses on fostering students’ appreciation and understanding of elements, 
themes, and genres, including fiction, non-fiction, drama, and poetry. Writing experiences include essays of 
literary analysis, topical persuasive pieces, research reports, and creative writing, and will encourage students 
to look critically at literature as a means of understanding and participating in the world around them. Readings 
may include The Odyssey, The Diary of Anne Frank, Animal Farm, and The Sword in the Stone, among others. 
Students will also explore important themes that are relevant to their lives, such as citizenship, leadership, 
justice, and identity. 
 

ACADEMICS IN ACTION: GRADES 6 and 7 
The Academics in Action Courses is designed to give students additional and enhanced opportunities to practice 

skills and achieve the ELA learning standards utilizing project-based instruction and real world applications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mathematics Department 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH: GRADE 6 
The intent of this course is to continue to build on the decimal and fraction 
operations begun in earlier grades as well as to begin building the foundation 
for future success in the study of algebra. There are four critical areas of focus 
in this course: (1) connecting ratio and rate to whole number multiplication 
and division, and using concepts of ratio and rate to solve problems; (2) 
completing understanding of division of fractions and extending the notion of 
number to the system of rational numbers, which includes negative numbers; 
(3) writing, interpreting, and using expressions and equations; and (4) 
developing understanding of statistical thinking. The instruction will be 
rigorous and concentrate on developing particular skills as defined by the Common Core Learning Mathematical 
Practices and Standards. The quality of work will allow students to gain a deeper understanding of the concepts 
and become fluent in the application, as well as make connections between the theoretical processes and real-
world applications. Students will concentrate on the following domains: ratios and proportional relationships, 
the number system, expressions and equations, geometry, and statistics. A modified version of this class is 
available. This class proceeds at a more measured pace. 
  
MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH: GRADE 7 
This course focuses on developing and applying proportional relationships including scale drawings. Students 
will understand and work with rational numbers. Students will be able to write algebraic expressions/equations 
and be able to solve linear equations. Geometry topics of area, surface area, and volume will be explored. 
Students will also be working on statistics and probability using lists, tables, diagrams and simulation. 
  
ADVANCED MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH: GRADE 7 (ALGEBRA I PART 1) 
This course introduces solving equations, evaluating expressions, graphing linear equations, investigating linear 
relations and functions, and simplifying polynomials. These skills are used for solving real life related problems. 
In addition students will study some geometry concepts. Students will solve real world and mathematical 
problems involving area, surface area and volume of two and three-dimensional objects composed of triangles, 
quadrilaterals, polygons, cubes and right prisms. This course will follow the common core Algebra I frameworks 
and then complete those frameworks in grade 8. 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH: GRADE 8 
The focus of this course is to continue to build the foundation necessary for success in the study of algebra. The 
instruction will be rigorous and concentrate on developing particular skills as defined by the Common Core 
Learning Standards. The quality of work will allow students to gain a deeper understanding of the concepts and 
become fluent in the application, as well as make connections between the theoretical processes and real-world 
applications. Students will concentrate on the following domains: expressions, equations and inequalities 
including solving systems, functions and using functions to describe quantitative relationships. Geometry topics 
of distance, angles, similarity and congruency are also explored. A modified version of this class is available. This 
class proceeds at a more measured pace. 
  
ADVANCED MIDDLE SCHOOL MATH: GRADE 8 (ALGEBRA I PART 2) 
This course will continue with the common core Algebra I frameworks that were started in grade 7. Topics 
include solving and graphing quadratic and exponential functions including applications. Students will use 



graphing calculators to represent this data. In addition to those equations students will also understand and 
solve both absolute value and radical equations. Students will be able to identify graphs of all functions. Other 
topics that will be covered include Arithmetic/Geometric sequences and interpreting categorical and 
quantitative data. 
 
ACADEMICS IN ACTION: GRADES 6 and 7 
The Academics in Action Courses is designed to give students additional and enhanced opportunities to practice 

skills and achieve the Math learning standards utilizing project-based instruction and real world applications. 

 

Science Department  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCE: GRADE 6 
The primary focus is structure and function during this yearlong course. In addition, students are also developing 
laboratory skills that can be applied to real world scenarios. A variety of assessments are utilized to determine 
students understanding of the concepts. The course integrates Earth and space, life, and physical sciences and 
gives grade six students relevant and engaging opportunities with natural phenomena and design problems that 
highlight the relationship of structure and function in the world around them. Students relate structure and 
function through analyzing the macro and microscopic world, such as Earth features and process, the role of 
cells and anatomy in supporting living organisms, as well as physical and chemical properties of materials. 
Students use models and provide evidence to make claims and explanations about structure-function 
relationships in different science domains. This course description reflects the proposed science curriculum that 
correlates to the Next Generation Science Standards. However, Massachusetts has included some variations to 
these standards.  
 
SCIENCE: GRADE 7 

Students in grade 7 explore life, physical, and earth science topics with a focus on systems and cycles. Focusing 
on systems will require students to interpret information, analyze data, create models and apply concepts in 
order to make connections between different areas of science content. This course takes a survey approach in 
order to introduce students to a variety of interrelated science concepts. Topics include plate tectonics, 
interactions of humans and Earth processes, organism systems to support and propagate life, ecosystem 
dynamics, motion and energy systems, and key technological systems used by society. To show mastery of the 
content, students not only take traditional assessments, but also complete projects such as creating models, 
running simulations, multi-media presentations, and lab analysis with evidence based reasoning. 
 
SCIENCE: GRADE 8 
In grade eight, students will use critical thinking skills to explore and analyze cause and effect interactions. 
Students will wrestle with the “why” of science, making predictions and isolating and explaining patterns. For 
example, causes of seasons and tides, causes of plate tectonics and weather or climate, the role of genetics in 



heredity and natural selection, and understanding interactions of atoms and molecules. Analysis of concept 
mastery may include, but is not limited to, formative and summative assessments, laboratory writing, lab 
activities, reading of science articles, and student developed experimentation. Being able to analyze phenomena 
using evidence of causes and processes that often cannot be seen, and being able to conceptualize and describe 
these causes, is a significant cognitive transition for students in grade 8. 
 

History and Social Studies Department 

The History and Social Studies curriculum is designed to help students pursue knowledge, analyze evidence, and 

develop persuasive and informed positions on content examined. Courses reinforce civic responsibilities and 

promote the importance of exploring knowledge in the pursuit of lifelong learning. Essential skills of reading 

and writing effectively as well as gathering, analyzing and evaluating a variety of secondary and primary sources 

including maps, documents, charts and visuals are reinforced in all courses. Students in all courses are 

consistently connecting the past with the modern day to gain perspectives as well as insights. Students 

throughout all grades work collaboratively in the review of content as well as develop their own voice through 

independent analysis and communication of their own ideas formed from the in depth review of historical 

content. The program expands and develops on the social science knowledge gained from the K-5 grades in the 

areas of history, geography, and civics and government and prepares middle school learners for the expanded 

content at the high school level in the areas of World History, United States History, and the other social 

sciences.  

WORLD GEOGRAPHY: GRADE 6 
Sixth grade Social Studies centers on World Geography. Students’ studies will include Africa, Asia, Australia, 
Antarctica, Europe, and South America. Throughout the course students will expand their knowledge of the 
physical, political, economic and cultural characteristics of these world regions. Geographic literacy and skills 
are developed with tools such as maps and atlases. Students’ ability to critically think, collaborate, and utilize 
technology will be strengthened. Strategies integrated into the course include inquiry-based learning, modeling 
of cultural customs, and student-based learning. Highlights of the sixth grade geography course are activities 
such as a “Five Themes of Geography” research project, Mohandas Gandhi comic book, and creative writing 
assignments. 
 
ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS: GRADE 7 
The main focus of this course will be studying ancient civilizations and the impact each had on the world; in 
addition students will glean a basic understanding of a variety of other topics. The course begins with 
archaeology and examines the bases for historical, cultural, archaeological reconstruction, and the development 
of prehistoric cultures. Students will study selected ancient civilizations, including Mesopotamia, Israel, Egypt, 
Greece, and Rome. The course will end with the fall of the Roman Empire. Throughout the year students will 
work with a variety of documents, including primary sources, to become familiar with different methods of 
academic analysis. Students will regularly use technology both independently and collaboratively in order to 
access web based resources to deepen their understanding of the elements of civilizations. They will use these 



skills to create diverse research based student-centered assessments. For example, one of the course’s major 
assessments is a group project where students collaboratively research and create an original civilization by 
creating a written description, visual aids, and an oral presentation. Another staple assessment is the Greek 
Drama in which students write scripts and perform their choice of a comedy or tragedy. This curriculum will 
increase students’ critical thinking skills and the impact of ancient civilizations on modern cultures.  
 
FOUNDATIONS OF WORLD AND UNITED STATES HISTORY: GRADE 8 
This course consists of two parts, the first semester half year the examination of early World History and the second half 
of the year a study of early United States History. During the first half of the year, students will focus on foundations of 
World History including: the Emergence of Islam, the Crusades, the Black Death, the Renaissance, the Scientific Revolution, 
the Reformation, and a look at early American civilizations like the Maya and Aztec as well as an overview of the European 
exploration of North America. 
The second half of the year students will focus on the formation of the thirteen original colonies, the French & Indian War, 
the American Revolution, and the Articles of Confederation as well as the writing, debate and eventual acceptance of the 
United States Constitution.  
Major projects and assessments include a simulation of how the Black Death spread, creation of a coat of arms during the 
Middle Ages, casting a Renaissance movie, creating a web page on Explorers, a brochure on what it takes to build a colony, 
a mock Congress and debates/discussions regarding the final approval of the United States Constitution.  

 

World Languages 

Norton Middle School offers study in French and 

Spanish in grades 6 through 8. Students 

entering grade 6 will have pre-selected either 

French or Spanish and will continue to study the 

language of their choosing through grade 8. A 

placement test is given prior to the end of the 

grade 8 program and the results, along with 

teacher recommendations, are used to place 

students in Norton High School world language 

courses. 

FRENCH, SPANISH: GRADE 6 At this level, students will begin to develop a personalized use of language including 

greetings, likes and dislikes, the vocabulary of the classroom, hobbies, activities and sports with a focus on basic 

conversational skills. 

FRENCH, SPANISH: GRADE 7 Students will review the conversational skills covered in grade 6 and will add the 

vocabulary of weather, days, months, clothing and various adjectives. They will begin to ask about and provide 

information and will make grammatical connections between the use of nouns and adjectives. 

FRENCH I, SPANISH I: GRADE 8 Students at this level of study will develop basic listening, speaking, reading and 

writing skills and will be introduced to cultures where their language of study is spoken. Vocabulary acquisition 

is a main feature of this course and will include greetings, geography, leisure activities, food and beverages, 

classroom objects and schedules, family, weather, numbers and parts of the body. There is an increased focus 

on grammatical structures including the conjugation of regular and irregular verbs and novice level 

conversational and writing skills. The use of technology will provide for real-life connections including research 

and exposure to native speakers. This is a full year course designed to prepare students to enter into the French 

II or Spanish II in grade nine.  



Specials and Elective Offerings  

Fine Arts Department  

 

ART: GRADES 6 - 8 

The Middle School art curriculum exposes students to drawing, painting, printing, 
color theory, sculpting, and mask making. The program aims to make all students 
art literate. Teachers will coach artists to attend to detail, explore materials and 
techniques, develop their own style of expression, and produce quality work. The 
basics of design and technique are taught using a variety of art materials. Students 
will develop their skills in observational drawing, painting and hand-building 
techniques in clay. Students begin to analyze their own work and the work of 
others. They are taught that their own artistic expression is at the same time 
unique and also part of a greater multicultural artistic heritage 
 
MUSIC: GRADE 6 
Students will listen, analyze, compose, improvise, and perform music. Students will learn to read music notation 
and rhythms. They will begin to learn the fundamentals of playing keyboard, playing bass clef and treble clef 
separately. In addition, students will learn the fundamentals of ukulele, xylophone, and hand drumming. In 
addition, they will explore their listening skills through study of several 
composers in music history.  
 
MUSIC: GRADE 7 
Students will listen, analyze, compose, improvise, and perform music. 
Students will continue study of keyboard, playing bass and treble clef 
alternately, and then simultaneously. They will continue study of ukulele, 
learning strumming techniques in a number of folk and popular songs. They 
will play xylophone and hand drum at a more advanced level. In addition, 
they will explore their listening skills through study of several composers in 
music history.  
 
MUSIC: GRADE 8 
Students will listen, analyze, compose, improvise, and perform music. Students will further continue their study 
of keyboard, playing music at a higher difficulty. They will continue study of ukulele. They will play xylophone 
and hand drum at a more advanced level. They will study how to perform and record their music as an ensemble, 
solving problems creatively. Regardless of whether students will continue on in their music study, they will gain 
an understanding and appreciation for the music-making process. 
 
CHORUS: GRADES 6-8 
NMS Chorus is a comprised of students in sixth, seventh and eighth grades which meets three times per six day 
cycle during ICE periods. This course should be selected by those students who have a strong desire to sing in a 
group and all students will be allowed into the ensemble, with no prior experience necessary. Students will 
develop singing posture, healthy vocal technique, and an understanding of breathing techniques, harmonizing, 
phrasing, diction, and word-stress concepts. Students will find growth not only as a musician, but also in 
confidence and pride in their group. Three part choral literature will be studied in a variety of styles and 
languages. Along with the required participation in the winter and spring concerts, students will also perform at 
school assemblies and pep rallies.  



 
BAND: GRADES 6-8 
NMS Band is comprised of students in sixth, seventh, and eighth grades which meets three times per six-day 

cycle during ICE periods. Students wishing to join the band should have at least 2 years’ experience on their 

instrument. Exceptions can be made based on past experience. The main goals of band are two-fold:  to provide 

a quality, educational experience that allows students to discover more about their instruments and themselves 

in an interactive ensemble setting and to foster a deeper appreciation and curiosity of music and how it impacts 

their lives. Standard middle-school band literature is studied and analyzed. Homework and performance 

assessments are given occasionally. Participation culminates in annual winter and spring concerts as well as 

school assemblies and other events as designated by the director. 

STEM: Science, Technology and Engineering  

STEM LAB: GRADE 6 
The goal of STEM Lab is to allow students to apply their science, technology, engineering and math skills to real-
world situations. They develop their creativity and problem-solving skills through challenges that have many 
potential. Students contemplate, design, build, and later explain a solution that complies with specifications. 
Communication and collaboration is emphasized through frequent small-group work. 6th grade students are 
introduced to coding, spreadsheets, digital citizenship and financial literacy.    
 
STEM LAB: GRADE 7 
The goal of STEM Lab is to allow students to apply their science, technology, engineering and math skills to real-
world situations. They develop their creativity and problem-solving skills through challenges that have many 
potential. Students contemplate, design, build, and later explain a solution that complies with specifications. 
Communication and collaboration is emphasized through frequent small-group work. 7th grade students build 
upon skills they learned in STEM lab the previous year. They practice the Design Process through a 3D printing 
challenge in which they design their own model using Tinker CAD software. 
 
STEM LAB: GRADE 8 
The goal of STEM Lab is to allow students to apply their science, technology, engineering and math skills to real-
world situations. They develop their creativity and problem-solving skills through challenges that have many 
potential. Students contemplate, design, build, and later explain a solution that complies with specifications. 
Communication and collaboration is emphasized through frequent small-group work. 8th grade students build 
upon skills they learned in STEM lab the previous 2 years. They investigate STEM careers, create and use QR 
codes, broaden their knowledge of financial literacy and spreadsheets, and expand their coding skills.   
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION: GRADES 6 – 8  



The Tech Ed courses promote technological literacy and introduce 

students to the engineering and design process. Students are 

introduced to the engineering design process as a method for solv-

ing real-world problems. Students use the design process to 

engineer solutions to particular problems. Throughout the course, 

students identify the problem, design possible solutions, construct 

prototypes, test and evaluate their designs, redesign the prototype, 

and communicate their solutions. Projects focus on the application 

of physical science concepts. The challenges require students to 

solve problems by researching various scientific concepts, drawing 

blueprints, using tools to build prototypes, testing the prototypes and redesigning or rebuilding to improve their 

product. Students have the opportunity to use software programs to model real-life objects and create 

electronic design diagrams.  

Physical Education and Wellness Department  
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION: GRADES 6-8 
According to Massachusetts State Law, all students must enroll in Physical 
Education each year. Students are required to attend and participate in all 
physical education classes unless excused for medical reasons 
documented by a physician or parent and with the approval of the 
principal or physical education instructor. The physical education 
instructor will honor a written parental excuse for no more than two class 
period. A written parental excuse for absences exceeding 3 days must be 
approved by the administration. A medical excuse signed by a physician is 
required for all excused absences exceeding two weeks.  
Physical Education at Norton Middle School is designed to provide a foundation for good health, to encourage 
maintenance of the body, and to foster the development of positive health care behaviors and habits. Physical 
activity and fitness focus on individual competence and versatility in movement skills as well as understanding 
body dynamics and connecting physical activity to life-long health. Wellness lessons encourage students to 
combine activity and fitness for a healthy lifestyle. Topics covered include Motor Skill Development, Fitness, and 
Personal and Social Competence. Through repeated practice, students acquire and refine a variety of 
manipulative, locomotor, and non-locomotor movement skills and use the principles of training and 
conditioning to develop the concept of wellness in their lives. 

 
Proper dress must be worn at all times when participating in class 

 
WELLNESS: GRADE 6 
Students in six grade focus on all aspects of the health triangle and their sub topics. The topics of study are: 

 Health Triangle- Social, Emotional and Physical needs to create someone categorized as “High Level 
of Wellness” has a balance of all three.  

 Nutrition-The Food Pyramid, myplate.gov, the six key nutrients (Carbs, Protein, Fats, Vitamins, 
Minerals, Water), Energy Balance, Metabolism, the importance of calories.  

 Drugs and Alcohol- Opiates, Hallucinogens, Marijuana, Alcohol, Nicotine and Vaporizers, 
Performance enhancing drugs/Diet pills.  



 Exercise and Physical activity- Safety, Heart rate and target heart rate, goal setting, creating a 
workout program.  

 Bullying and Harassment- Treating others fairly, stereotypes, profiling, the dangers of “cliques”, 
Bully guard system. (Film- Bully) 

 
WELLNESS: GRADE 7 
Students in the 7th grade will transition to learning about physical and emotional wellness. The topics 
discussed will be: 

 Mental Illness- Signs and Symptoms of common mental illness, persons with disabilities and their 
rights as individuals, the effects on the brain and parts of the brain. (Film- Inside Out) 

 Environmental Health- Pollution (Greenhouse gases, Ozone Layer, Dumping (oceans, lakes, 
landfills), Recycling, Alternative methods of energy  

 Violence Prevention- Domestic violence, Gang violence, Media violence (TV, Internet, Video Games, 
News), Conflict Resolution 

 Hygiene- Personal, Environmental, Household, Disease Prevention 

 CPR and First Aid Certification- CPR, Simple first aid, Heimlich maneuver, AED for baby, child and 
adult 
 

WELLNESS: GRADE 8 
Eighth grade will focus on adult growth (i.e. childcare, the life cycle, career, etc.). The topics discussed will be: 

 Stages of Lifespan- Reproduction, Baby care, childcare, Adolescence, Adulthood, Mid-Life,  

 Elderly, Death and the stages of grief (Film- The Pregnancy Project)( Egg Baby Project) 

 Career Exploration- Aptitude test, Research on job interests, schooling needed, and goal setting 

 Relationships- Family, Friends, Significant others, Social interaction 

 Sexuality- Gender, Roles, Orientation, Preference, Contraception, and Violence related to sexuality 
 

Focused Learning Period 

 
I.C.E. INTERVENTION, CORRECTION AND ENRICHMENT = SCHOOL WIDE GRADES 6 - 8 
 
The focused learning period at Norton Middle School is known as ICE. The Focused Learning Period is not 
optional at our school. All students are expected to participate. Since the time is built into the school day, all 
teachers are available to students at the same time. Each day students and teachers utilize a 48-minute block 
to engage in the following activities. The incorporation of a school wide focused learning period is considered 
an essential best practice of effective middle schools.  

 Individually or in small groups students work with the teacher on content support, remediation, or 
proactive support 

 Academic support services administered according to individualized educational plans Teachers work 
with students to extend the current curriculum beyond what is able to be completed during a class 
period 

 School band and chorus program  

 Reading Specialist Intervention course 2 x 6 days  

 Time dedicated to reading and our school wide reading programs 

 Above-and-beyond activities that go outside of the curriculum to expand the experiences of our 
students 

 Guidance curriculum  

 Team and school wide culture and climate activities 



Norton Middle School Clubs and Athletics 

2017/2018 

 

 

 

Math Club 
Art Club 
TV Media Club 
Community Service Club 
Homework Club 
Photography Club 
Student Leaders Club 
Drama Club 
Robotics Club 
Newspaper Club 
GSA 
Yearbook 
Student Council  
 

 Club sign ups generally occur during the first three weeks of school. 
Some clubs have a $50 fee 

 Information is made available to all students during lunch via 
handouts.  

 Information is also posted on the school website and will be updated 
at the start of the school year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Norton Middle School Athletics 

 
INTRAMURALS: Fall, Winter and Spring Sessions 
Students generally engage in physical education activities and games before school 7:30 -8:30 am. There is a 
$50 fee. Per season 
 
Wrestling Intramurals: Takes Place after school  
 
 
ATHLETIC TEAMS 
Norton Middle School offers a wide variety of competitive sports teams. Teams are 
part of the Massasoit League of middle schools and compete interscholastically. 
 
 
Fall  

Girls Soccer 
Boys Soccer 
Cross Country  

Winter 
Girls Basketball 
Boys Basketball 
Coed Wrestling 
Ice Hockey  

Spring 
Softball 
Baseball 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


