
 

Norton Middle School 2017 Summer Reading Assignment  

For incoming Grades 7 & 8 students 

 

 

Philosophy: “To foster the independence, growth, and love of Reading and  

     Writing” 

Requirements:  “One Free Choice Book, One Written Book Review” 

Due Date: Your ELA teacher will expect your review the 1st week of school 

Norton Public Schools 

            Norton Middle School 

Principal: Mr. Vincent Hayward 

                                                                     Department Coordinator: Todd Kefor, Ph.D. 

 

    

     

 



Summer Reading Directions     

 

1. Choose 1 book you wish to read  

2. As the Reader, you may want to take some short notes as you read, 

concentrating on the: Who, What, When, Where, Why & How (Plot) 

3. After you finish reading the book, you become the Reviewer, the person 

who writes a short summary of the book up to the climax, adding your 

personal opinion about your likes and dislikes about the book 

4. Please do not write the ending to the book, a Reviewer’s job is to help 

people in their decision as to whether or not they would like to read the 

book, and therefore the reviewer must provoke a reader’s interest in the 

book without telling them the ending, the solution to the main problem 

 

Book Review Requirements 

 

1. Heading: Please follow the heading format on the Model Book Review 

2. Paragraphs 3-4 

Paragraph 1:  Brief annotation, 2 or 3 sentences giving a brief summary or 

overview of the book  
 
Paragraph 2:  Short summary of the plot up to the climax.  The summary should 
include details about the main characters, setting & problem of the book 
(exposition), the movement of the character(s) as they begin to work on the 
problem (rising action), to the point of the story where the character(s) are forced 
to confront the problem “head on” (climax).  Approximately 12 sentences 
 
Paragraph 3:  Your personal opinion as to what you liked about the book, who 
you would recommend the book to & why you would recommend it to them.   
Approximately 4-6 sentences 
 
 
**Parents if you have any questions regarding this assignment, please email me,  
ssegaloff@norton.k12.ma.us     Susan Segaloff, M.Ed., C.A.G.S                       
     Reading Specialist, Norton Middle School 
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Model Book Review 

Summer Reading Book Review      Suzy Sunshine 

Book: The Lion, The Witch, And The Wardrobe   Due: 9/6/2017 

Author: C. S. Lewis , Fantasy/adventure    Grade (7) (8) 

              

Four children enter a magical land as they portal through an old wardrobe while 

vacationing in a large mansion.  As the children explore this new place, they learn 

that an evil white witch is trying to take over this peaceful country and now it is up 

to the children to find a way to stop the evil.   

The story involves four children, Susan, Peter, Edmond and Lucy who are visiting 

an uncle in London during wartime.  Due to the war, the children spend their play 

time in doors and one game they play is “hide and seek”.  Lucy hides in a large 

wardrobe and accidently ends up in a beautiful, snowy forest land called Narnia 

which she enters from the back of the wardrobe.  There, she meets up with a 

centaur, half man, half horse, who tells her that the land is in danger.  Lucy 

returns excitedly to the mansion and tells her brothers and sister about Narnia.  

Susan and Edmund are not sure Lucy’s story is real, so Edmund sneaks off into the 

wardrobe by himself.  Once in Narnia, Edmund meets up with the White Witch 

who casts a spell on him to make him believe that she is “good” and the rest of 

the residents (talking animals) of Narnia are evil.  The White Witch then asks 

Edmund to bring his brother and sisters to meet her.  Edmund then returns to the 

mansion and convinces his siblings to journey back to Narnia with him.  All four 

children portal through the wardrobe back to Narnia where they meet Mr. and 

Mrs. Beaver.  As the Beavers are explaining the danger the animals face with the 

White Witch (who is trying to control the peaceful country) Edmund sneaks away.  

The magical adventure begins as “good versus evil”, leaving the reader with the 

following questions: “ Is Edmund found, does the White Witch take control of 

Narnia, and do  the children ever return home?   

If you are ready to escape and adventure into a make believe world filled with 

beauty, goodness, and evil, then you will enjoy reading this book.  The mystery 

and suspense of what will happen next to whom, keeps the reader from putting 

down the book.  This reader enjoyed the book, giving it a 9 out of 10 points and 

hopefully you will too.  The Lion, The Witch, And The Wardrobe, by C.S. Lewis, is 

like a “Winter Get Away” vacation from your everyday routine activities.  SS 

 
      


