
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Norton Public School System does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, sex, 

gender identity, religion, national origin, sexual orientation or disability. 
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Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the Title I Reading program for Norton Public Schools! We are thrilled to 

be working with your child to support their academic development. We are committed 

to establishing a partnership with you and your child’s classroom teacher to make this 

experience a positive one.  

In this booklet, we have included some information about our programs and how you 

can help your child at home. We hope that you find the information helpful and 

informative.  

We encourage you to contact us at any time with any questions or concerns that you 

may have. We will certainly return your call or your email as soon as possible or meet 

with you at any time during the school year. We are truly looking forward to a wonderful 

year together! 

 

       Sincerely, 

       
      Kristie Dietz (Math) 
      kdietz@norton.k12.ma.us 
 
      Kerry Wall (ELA) 
      kerrywall@norton.k12.ma.us  
       
       
  

 

mailto:kdietz@norton.k12.ma.us
mailto:kerrywall@norton.k12.ma.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Challenging Questions to Ask 
              About Reading 

  -- Informational/Non-fiction -- 
 
 What is this selection mainly about? 

 Why is this topic important? 

 What are some of the most important ideas related to this topic? 

 How has the author mad it easy for the reader to find information? 

 Why did the author most likely write this text? 

 What does the title tell you about this text? 

 What information is provided through graphic features? Illustrations, maps, 

charts, diagrams, photographs, etc.) 

 What information is provided through text features? (bold print, key words, 

italics, captions, labels, etc.) 

 How does this (chart, illustration, map, etc.) help the reader? 

 How can the reader tell that the author’s purpose was ____________? 

 What details are important to the main idea of the selection? 

 Which sentence from the text best supports the idea that ____________? 

 What can you tell from this text?  
                           

 

 

      

 by Keely at Literacy Power     www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Literacy-Power 

 

 

 
 
 

Always ask “How do you know?”  
and follow up with a discussion! 

 

 

   

Challenging Questions to Ask 
               About Reading 

        -- Narrative (any story) -- 
 
 How is this story like any other story you know? 

 How is the setting (time and place) important to the story? 

 How did the author show the passing of time? 

 What words did the author use to describe the place? 

 How does the season or time affect the characters or the plot of the story? 

 Who is the most important character? 

 How does the author tell us about the character? (Hint: Look at what the 

character does, thinks, says, and what others say about the character) 

 Which character changed in the story?  How did he/she change? 

 What is the author’s message? 

 Why did the author most likely write this story? 

 What is the story mostly about? 

 What do the illustrations add to the story? 

 What was the most important problem in the story? 

 What clues did the author give to help the reader predict the ending? 

 What lesson does this story teach about life? 

 What can you tell about this character? 

 What two or three sentences summarize the whole story? 

 What are some interesting words, phrases, or sentences? 

 What words help create a feeling or picture in your mind? 

 What did the author have to know to write this book? 

 What did the author do to interest the reader? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

How important is daily reading?    

 YOU can change the future NOW!  

 Your child can be exposed to 1.8 million words a year in 20 minutes of reading a day.   

 Exposure to reading is important in increasing vocabulary for fluency and 
comprehension (understanding what is read) to use in Science and History in middle 
school. 

How do I fit daily reading in? 

 Read to them! In the bathtub, on the field, before, during, and after a meal.  Be a great 
model and it improves your child’s ability to read with expression and understand story 
structure. Children can understand more (up to 2 grade levels higher) when read to 
because they do not have to use mental energy decoding the words.  

 Take turns. Read one page and then your child can read one page. 

 Rereading the same book over and over again helps them build fluency (easy 
recognition of words); Rhyming, Joke, and Poetry books. 

 Control screen time and Steal back 10 minutes a day to read, at www.starfall.com, 
www.spellingcity.com, or www.wegivebooks.org. 

 Bring a book or magazine everywhere! Borrow books on CD for the car from the 
Library.  

 Encourage using strategies to solve a word; if it cannot be sounded out, supply the 
word and GO on.  

 Use an e-reader or a free online reading program to listen to books. (Tumblebooks free 
with a local library card! Go to www.sailsinc.org scroll down, then dbl. click on 
TumbleBooks icon on left, dbl. click on blue Tumble Premium, then click on blue 
Norton Public Library, enter Library card number and enjoy!) 

 Play word games in the car (rhyming games and change the first,  middle, or last letter; 
sat, fat, mat, map, tap, sap, sip, sop). 

  And, talk, talk, talk about what you are reading and what you have read together.  
Keep it fun and enjoy reading together.  

 

 

 

  

http://www.starfall.com/
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11 FREE READING 

WEBSITES 

AND FREE APPS 

 
www.storylineonline.net  -Developed by The Screen Actors Guild Foundation, Storyline Online features 
accomplished actors and actresses reading some of their favorite children’s books.  Each story comes with a free 
Activity Guide and can be viewed on YouTube or SchoolTube.  Rainbow Fish, Wilfrid Gordon Macdonald Partridge, 
and To Be a Drum are just a few of the books available. 

http://readtomelv.com  -Read to Me features popular children’s books being read by famous performers.  There 
are activity guides with hands-on ideas, discussion questions, and lessons on State Standards.  Entirely free, the 
site is colorful and engaging. 

http://wegivebooks.org  -We Give Books offers students a unique opportunity to read for social good.  Each book 

that is read results in a book that is donated to a charity for children.  While the books are not read aloud, they 

allow students to practice “Read to Self” with a good fit book during center time.  There are books for children in 

preschool through fourth grade. 

http://starfall.com  -While some areas of Starfall are part of their premium service, they have many early reader 
stories available for free.  Students can follow along as the story is read to them and can, in some instances, help 
create their own story.  The website is highly engaging and a favorite of young readers. 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/u/online-storytime-books-toys/379003588/ 

From The Kissing Hand read by author Audrey Wood to Pinkalicious read by Victoria Kann, Barnes and Noble’s 

Online Storytime has popular children’s books read out loud.  While there are no supplemental materials to 

accompany the stories, this free site is perfect for “Listen to Reading” stations.   Note:  The first story begins right 

away when the page opens so be sure that your volume is adjusted accordingly before clicking the link. 

http://tumblebooks.com/  -TumbleBooks is a pay-for-use site that traditionally sells licenses to libraries.  Many 
public libraries, such as the Town of Norton and the city of Attleboro Public Library, offer free access to their 
TumbleBooks account.  Students can follow along as the text is read them to help improve comprehension and 
fluency.  Choose from picture books to chapter books.   

http://en.childrenslibrary.org  -Discover books from around the world at the International Children’s Digital 
Library.  The free site does not read the books aloud, but students can read them independently during Read to 
Self or free time.  This is a great site for extension activities when learning about different regions of the world 
and can be used effectively into the middle school grades. 

 

 

http://www.abcya.com  -Children can listen to short stories read aloud to them as they follow along with the 
highlighted text.  ABCya! has a variety of educational games in addition to the featured stories.  Free resources 
and materials are available for grades K through 5. 

http://www.storynory.com  -Storynory features a collection of original, fairytale, and classic children’s audio 

stories.  Students can follow along with the story as it is read to them, as the text is also included on the 

site.  There are also some great features available that give you the option of downloading the audio to your 

computer, listening to “catch phrase” explanations, translating text into different languages. 

http://ngexplorer.cengage.com/ngyoungexplorer/index.html  -National Geographic Young Explorers is a magazine 
designed specifically for kindergarten and first grade students.  Children can listen to the magazine being read to 
them as they follow along with the highlighted text.  It is a great way to bring interesting non-fiction stories into 
reading time. 

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk  - After registering for a free account, you have access to over 250 children’s audio 
books that can be used in the classroom.  The book text is not part of the presentation, so students will not be 
able to follow along as it is read to them. 

http://www.bookadventure.com/Home.aspx  Book Adventure is a fun, free way to motivate your child to read! 
Kids in grades K-8 can search for books, read them offline, come back to quiz on what they’ve read, and earn 
prizes for their reading success. Start your reading adventure below! 

Free Apps:  for IPad, IPhone, IPod 
Read Me Stories:  This FREE app features a new book every day! 

iDiary for Kids Lite:  Although this isn’t technically a “reading” app, reading and 

writing go hand-in-hand and this is a great diary!  

Sight Word List customize your own lists       

Reading Eggs Sight Words (free version):  Similar to the Paid Version, but with 

some restrictions 

BOB Books #1 (free version) 

Honorable Mentions Low Cost Apps:  

Monkey Word School Adventure ($1.99)    WordWorld ($1.99) 

Starfall Learn to Read ($2.99)    Meet the Sight Words ($0.99)      

WEBSITES FOR PARENTS WITH STRUGGLING READERS: 
http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/collection/more-reading-resources/keep-your-kids-reading-all-
summer-longwww.readingrockets.org  

www.readingrockets.org  
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Ideas to Help Your Child Succeed in and Enjoy Mathematics 
 

 

Be positive! 
 

If you have a negative attitude about mathematics, chances are your child will, too. Help your child have a “can do” 

attitude by praising your child’s efforts as well as her accomplishments. Acknowledge the facts that mathematics can 

be challenging at times and that persistence and hard work are the keys to success. Relate mathematics learning to 

other endeavors that require hard work and persistence, such as playing a sport. Struggling at times in mathematics 

is normal and is actually necessary to, and valuable in, understanding mathematics. 

 

 

Link mathematics with daily life 
 

 

Every day, people face situations that involve mathematics, such as deciding whether one has enough money to 

purchase a list of items at the store, reading a map to find out where one is, building a budget, deciding on the shortest 

route to a destination, developing a schedule, or determining the price of an item on sale. Help your child realize that 

mathematics is a significant part of everyday life. Suggestions for discussing mathematics with your elementary, 

middle, or high school child during everyday activities are listed at the end of this section. 

  
 

Make mathematics fun 
 

 

Play board games, solve puzzles, and ponder brain teasers with your child. Your child enjoys these kinds of activities 

while enhancing his mathematical thinking. Point out the mathematics involved, and have your child discuss the 

strategies he used. 

 

 

Learn about mathematics-related career 
 

Mathematics is foundational to a wide variety of interesting careers. Research different careers with your child, and 

find out what she should be doing now to prepare for these options. Help your child understand that the school courses 

she takes now and the grades she earns will affect her future. One source of information on the many career 

possibilities that involve mathematics is Career Ideas for Kids Who Like Math, by Diane Lindsey Reeves. 

 

 

 

 

Have high expectations 
 

 

Traditionally, in North America the belief that only some students are capable of learning mathematics has prevailed. 

For example, tracking has consistently disadvantaged groups of students through classes that concentrate on 

remediation and do not offer significant mathematical substance. Many students, especially those who are poor, 

nonnative speakers of English, disabled, female, or members of racial-minority groups, have become victims of low 

expectations. Today we are guided by a vision of mathematics for all. You would not expect your child not to read; 

similarly, you should not expect your child not to do mathematics. Your attitude and expectations are crucial to 

influencing the future opportunities for your child. Communicate high expectations to your child and his teachers, 

counselors, and administrators. Make sure that your child is getting the same opportunities in mathematics as 

everyone else, and is taking challenging mathematics classes each year, all the way through high school.  

 

 

Support homework, don’t do it! 
 

 

Homework is an area that can cause trouble in most households. Relax, and remember whose homework it is. If you 

take over doing homework for your child, you encourage him to easily give up or seek help when working on a 

challenging problem. If you start to panic when you do not know how to do the mathematics, you may signal negative 

thoughts about mathematics to your child. Your child is not likely to be resourceful, persistent, or confident if you 

react in either of these ways. Think of yourself as more of a guide rather than your child’s teacher. Your role is not 

only to support her but also to help her take responsibility for herself. You can facilitate your child’s homework by 

asking questions and listening to your child. The simple act of having your child explain something out loud can often 

help her figure out the problem. Encourage your child to also show all her calculations or a description of her thinking 

process on paper to support the solution to a problem. This recording gives the student something to look back on, 

either for review or to spot and fix a mistake. It can also furnish the teacher with useful information related to the 

student’s reasoning and understanding. 

 

“Every day, people face situations that involve mathematics.” 

 

 

 

 

 

From A Family’s Guide: Fostering Your Child’s Success in School Mathematics. Copyright © 2004 

The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, Inc. www.nctm.org 
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Math homework is due tomorrow—  

how can I help? 
 

Homework causes trouble in many households. Relax—remember whose homework it is! 

Think of yourself as more of a guide than a teacher. Don’t take over for your child. Doing 

that only encourages him or her to give up easily or to ask for help when a problem becomes 

difficult.  

The best thing you can do is ask questions. Then listen to what your child says. Often, 

simply explaining something out loud can help your child figure out the problem. 

Encourage your child to show all work, complete with written descriptions of all thinking 

processes. This record will give your child something to look back on, either to review or 

to fix a mistake, and can also help the teacher understand how the problem was solved  

Asking the following kinds of questions can help you and your child tackle the challenges 

of math homework: 

 What is the problem that you’re working on?  

 Are there instructions or directions? What do they say?  

 Are there words in the directions or the problem that you do not understand?  

 Where do you think you should begin?  

 Is there anything that you already know that can help  

you work through the problem?  

 What have you done so far?  

 Can you find help in your textbook or notes?  

 Do you have other problems like this one? Can we look  

at one of those together?  

 Can you draw a picture or make a diagram to show how you solved a problem like 

this one?  

 What is your teacher asking you to do? Can you explain it to me?  

 Can you tell me where you are stuck?  

 Is there someone you can call to get help? Can you discuss the problem with a 

classmate? 

 Would using a calculator help you solve the problem?  

 Would it help to go on to another problem and come back to this one later?  

 Is there a homework hotline at your school? What is the phone number for it?  

 Why don’t we look for some help on the Internet? If you do only part of a problem, 

will the teacher give you some credit?  

 Can you go in before or after school for help from the teacher? 

 

Remember, support homework—don’t do it! 

Besides supporting your child on homework, show the importance of learning math by 

helping your child connect math with daily life. Point out your own activities that involve 

mathematics, such as deciding if you have enough money to buy items on a shopping list, 

estimating how long it will take to make a trip, determining how much carpet or 

wallpaper to buy for a room, or developing a schedule to complete a series of tasks. 

Talking about these everyday situations will give you a chance to increase your child’s 

appreciation for the usefulness of math! 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2006 by The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 



 

Helpful Math Websites  
Elementary and Middle School (K-8) 

 Arcademic Skill Builders: 

(http://www.arcademicskillbuilders.com/)- Online educational 

games for learning basic math, language arts, vocabulary, and 

thinking skills. Math games include addition and subtraction, 

multiplication and division, and fraction and ratio games. 

 Gamequarium: (http://gamequarium.org/math.htm)- Interactive mathematics games, virtual 

manipulatives, online calculators, and graphing tools. 

 Harcourt Math Glossary: (http://www.hbschool.com/glossary/math2/index.html)- Interactive 

math glossary for students in K-6 that provides a searchable database of math terms, accompanied by 

illustrations and animated examples. 

 Mathematics Benchmarks, Grades K–12: (http://www.utdanacenter.org/k12mathbenchmarks/)-

Benchmarks for K-12, as well as models of secondary school courses, sample secondary school 

assessments, and tasks. 

 Math123xyz.com: (http://ww1.math123xyz.com/?pid=9PO844006)-Interactive multimedia math 

resources, including math lessons, interactive tutorials, learning tools, enrichment, and extra 

practice. Basic Skills, Pre-Algebra, Geometry, Algebra, and Trigonometry. 

 Math Dictionary for Kids: (http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/)-More than 600 interactive 

mathematical definitions for elementary school students. 

 Math Playground: (http://www.mathplayground.com/)-Play logic games, solve word problems, 

and watch math videos.  

 Mathwire.com: (http://www.mathwire.com/)-Activities, worksheets, and creative ideas for teaching 

math that are classroom-tested by teachers. Based on NCTM Standards. 

 Numbers Made Meaningful: (http://www.numbersmademeaningful.com/)- Teacher-tested math 

stories and games based on the story Trouble with Zero, for PreK through grade 1. 

 Rockin’ the Standards: (http://www.rockinthestandards.com/site/)-A veteran elementary school 

teacher and his rock band have taken lyrics from common tunes and changed them to help kids 

remember the mathematics they’ve been taught in school. 

 Soft Schools: (http://www.softschools.com/)-Worksheets and games. 

 Superkids: (http://superkids.com/aweb/tools/math/)-Online resource for teachers or parents to 

create math worksheets on topics including addition, exponents, and telling time. 

 Time Monsters: (http://www.timemonsters.com/)-Interactive online lessons and quizzes about 

time. 

 

 
http://www.nctm.org/resources/content.aspx?id=2147483782 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.arcademicskillbuilders.com/
http://gamequarium.org/math.htm
http://www.hbschool.com/glossary/math2/index.html
http://www.utdanacenter.org/k12mathbenchmarks
http://math123xyz.com/
http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/
http://www.mathplayground.com/
http://www.mathwire.com/
http://www.numbersmademeaningful.com/
http://www.rockinthestandards.com/
http://www.softschools.com/
http://www.superkids.com/aweb/tools/math
http://www.timemonsters.com/
http://www.nctm.org/

