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HOMEWORK POLICY 

 

 

1.0 PHILOSOPHY 

 

1.1 Homework is a valuable aid in helping students make the most of their school experience. 

 Homework strengthens academic skills, reinforces concepts students learn in class, helps 

 students learn responsibility and self-discipline, develops positive study habits and 

 organization, helps parents become aware of students’ work and academic responsibilities. 

 

2.0 DEFINITION 

  

2.1 Homework is an independent activity to be accomplished beyond the regular school day and 

 without teacher assistance to reinforce concepts and practice skills learned in the classroom, to 

 prepare for future classes, to apply skills to new situations, and to integrate several skills on a 

 single task.  Some homework may require parental participation.  Homework helps to keep 

 parents up to date about what is going on in school. 

 

3.0 SCHEDULES 

 

3.1 Homework is assigned according to students’ maturity, ability levels, and IEP’s.  The following 

 schedule suggests guidelines and average amount of homework that students in various grades 

 may be assigned.  Homework accommodations will be implemented as outlined in the IEP or 504 

 Plan.  Some students may need more time and some less time to accomplish an assignment. 

 

  Grades 1, 2  10-20 minutes per night, Monday through Thursday 

  Grade 3   30 minutes per night, Monday through Thursday 

  Grade 4   40 minutes per night, Monday through Thursday 

  Grade 5   50 minutes per night, Monday through Thursday 

  Grade 6   80 minutes, Monday through Thursday 

  Grade 7   100 minutes, Monday through Thursday 

  Grade 8   120 minutes, Monday through Thursday 

  Grades 9-12  150 minutes per school night, weekends as    

     determined by teachers 

 

3.2 Middle school and high school students, in addition to homework for each subject/course varying 

 with course level of difficulty,  may also be required to  complete projects and research as 

 homework assignments that have long-term deadlines.  Such assignments are in addition to daily 

 homework and need advance planning to be completed both effectively and in a timely manner.  

 Homework will not be assigned on holidays. Vacations are a good time for students to work on 

 term papers and catch up on reading or writing projects.  Regular assignments that require more 

 than one night to complete should not be given for vacation periods.  Such assignments should 

 not be given on the last day of classes prior to a vacation if they are due immediately upon return. 

 

4.0 RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

4.1 Students are responsible for noting and understanding the homework assignment, 

 completing it, and returning it to school on the required day.  Students should be aware that 

 teachers may use homework assignments to help determine their grades. 
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4.2 Parents should set a specific time and place for the student to complete homework and should 

 check to ensure that the student completes homework assignments.  Parents should help with 

 directions and checking the work but should not perform their child’s homework.  If at any time

 parents have a concern about the school’s homework policy, their child’s difficulties with 

 homework, or the need for enriched assignments, they should contact their child’s teacher.  

 Parents of children in grades 4-12 should check EdLine for assignments. 

 

4.3 Teachers are responsible for assigning meaningful homework to students and for providing the 

 explanation and direction required to ensure that students can accomplish the work with 

 reasonable success.  Teachers are also responsible for checking and providing a timely response 

 to student’s homework and notifying parents if students are having problems with homework 

 assignments. When possible, teachers will attempt to coordinate homework demands among 

 the various subjects so that students are not overloaded.  Teachers will provide a balance 

 between long-range and short-term assignments and monitor progress in long-term 

 assignments so as to avoid last minute student efforts. 

 

4.4 Building Administrators, Academic Coordinators, Curriculum Directors, Unit Leaders, and Math 

 Liaisons will attempt to monitor the type of homework as well as the amount assigned by  staff 

 under their supervision. 

 

4.5 After an absence of two or more days, and upon the request by the parent, make-up work will be 

 prepared by teachers after a notice of one full school day in all schools. 

 

4.6 When unexcused absences occur due to vacations, teachers may use discretion in preparing 

 assignments.  The student will be allowed one day for each day missed to make up homework 

 assignments. 
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