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In March I spent about an hour in front of the Norton Finance Committee. This is

a requirement of the Town Charter. Some of the questions by FinCom members

were solely around topics that were more philosophical. That is perfectly fine!

Look at the video on Norton Media for the March 18, 2019 Finance Committee

meeting and make your own conclusions. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IbTIumQ7bUY

 

The recommended budget for the school is at 3.5% for FY20. This increase does

NOT meet our educational mandates or general education needs. This budget is

the only budget that will NOT be at Level Services (keep what we have). Going

forward I will present further cuts to the school department budget. I will be

targeting and recommending to the School Committee direct cuts to line items

that we can’t control such as out of district tuition since our budget will reflect

what we know and have. We can’t take from one line item to protect another line.

I will be forwarding the specifics of what this means via email. 

 

REGARDLESS of what I say, at the end of the day the citizens and parents of the

Town of Norton must make their individual and collective decisions on what a

Democracy is all about- its public education system.

 

by Dr. Joseph Baeta, Superintendent of Schools
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During the month of April, we continue to work on our 199.8 acres of grounds.

It is always a busy time with winter ending and spring cleaning beginning. We

were able to sweep all school parking lots and walkways and started to clean up

and store our winter equipment. We have also started to perform maintenance

on our spring/summer equipment, getting our equipment ready to go when the

sun finally shines and the grass starts to turn green.

 

April also brings us a vacation week to really clean 

the inside of our schools. During this week we, just like 

you at home, get a jump on our spring cleaning. We will 

be cleaning windows, washing walls, dusting, painting and waxing and buffing

our hallway floors. The Middle School gymnasium floor is going to be

refinished and will look amazing. The air filters on the High School rooftops

units are all going to be replaced and new shelving was bought and is going to

be hung at the JCS.

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
by Wade Lizotte, Director of Facilities wadelizotte@norton.k12.ma.us  @wadelizotte

BUSINESS OFFICE
by Matthew Wells, School Business Administrator mwells@norton.k12.ma.us  

The Norton Public Schools are currently out to bid for the next school bus transportation contract. A different approach is

being taken this year, as we have contracted with a consultant to provide bid document updating, transportation options cost

assessment, and bus route efficiency analysis. The bid is currently open with a bid due date the week after April vacation.  

 

After the bid process is completed the district will be opening up the bid registration for the next school year (2019-2020). The

registration process will continue as established last year with online only registration. An email will be sent out to families with

information and links to the registration form. All students that wish to ride the bus will be required to register. The tentative

due date for registration will be the end of June this year. More information will be available by the end of April.

 

 

Transportation

On Tuesday, April 2nd, Norton Public

Schools participated in “Light It Up

Blue” which is a unique global initiative

that kicks off Autism Awareness

Month. Starting at dusk on April 2nd,

every school in the District was lit up

blue in commemoration of World

Autism Awareness Day.

Light It Up Blue

Cleaning

Spring Cleaning

Food Service
We would like to remind all parents to check your student's school lunch account to verify that there is sufficient funds for your

their food purchasing. Food services in the Norton Public Schools are completely self funded on the lunch charges collected for

the food sold. School lunch accounts can be checked through your students MySchoolBucks account by clicking on the

following link: https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home

 

If you do not have an account, Chartwells can provide you with your child’s balance by calling 508-285-0150.

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=wadelizotte@norton.k12.ma.us
https://twitter.com/wadelizotte
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=mwells@norton.k12.ma.us
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home
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OFFICE OF TEACHING AND LEARNING
by Jennifer O'Neill, Assistant Superintendent forTeaching and Learning joneill@norton.k12.ma.us  

 
 @NortonCIA

Professional Learning Committee Update
The Professional Learning Committee met during the last week of March to

plan for the upcoming summer and school year. Using the new strategic plan,

Vision 2022, the committee has identified areas around SEL, cultural

competencies, data use for instruction, and specific content professional

learning as areas of focus. As a result of our work, we plan to create a 3-year

professional learning plan that will address these issues while at the same time

allowing room for differentiated professional offerings for staff and building

based learning as well. The committee will continue to provide progress

updates as well as collect feedback as we engage in this process.

Time on Learning Requirements
DESE mandates time on learning regulations for all schools, with secondary schools being responsible for 990 hours and

elementary schools for 900 hours of structured learning time each year. Structured learning time is defined by DESE regulations

as: “time during which students are engaged in regularly scheduled instruction, learning activities, or learning assessments within

the curriculum for study of the "core subjects" and "other subjects." In addition to classroom time where both teachers and

students are present, structured learning time may include directed study, independent study, technology-assisted learning,

presentations by persons other than teachers, school-to-work programs, and statewide student performance assessments.”

 

Recently, in a review of our time on learning, it was discovered that Norton High School, in its current schedule, was not meeting

the required 990 hours set by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. In partnership with the high school

administration and the Academic Coordinators, the schedule was reviewed and options to increase time on learning this spring

were discussed. In order to do this, it was proposed to reduce passing time by 1 minute, beginning on Monday, March 28th. This

change would still allow students ample time to get to class, but also picking up five-minutes of additional time on learning each

day. Additionally, it was recommended to eliminate one early release for final exams. June 11th will be a regular school day for all

students. With these changes, Norton High School will meet the required 990 hours during the 2018-2019 school year. It is

recommended that the high school administration make additional changes to the schedule for the upcoming school year,

including a review of the Lancer Learning Block, so that we are providing all students with maximum time on learning.

 

At the elementary level, there has been much discussion on the time on learning recommendations by grade level for each

subject area. Curriculum leaders in Kindergarten and Grade 1 will be meeting in the near future to review developmentally

appropriate time structures and scheduling options to meet the needs of our youngest learners within the context of structured

learning time. Stayed tuned for updates!

Kindergarten Screening
Save the date! Screening for incoming Kindergartners will be

held on Wednesday, June 5th. All screening will take place at

the J.C. Solmonese regardless of which school your child will

attend in the fall. Letters with specific appointment times

will be mailed to all registered families in May.

June 5th, J.C. Solmonese

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=joneill@norton.k12.ma.us
https://twitter.com/Nortoncia
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Special Olympics

STUDENT SERVICES
by Jeanne Sullivan, Director of Pupil Personnel
Services

jsullivan@norton.k12.ma.us    @NPSPPS

SEPAC News- Special Education Parent Advisory Council

Unified Track and Field

This year the Attleboro Area Games will be held on May 3. We are

excited to have student athletes from each of our schools competing.

 Thank you to Mrs. McGarry, Mrs. Varney and Mrs. Fruci for organizing

this years event. Thank you also to all of our coaches for helping our

student athletes prepare for the day!

The Federation for Children presented a workshop on Procedural

Safeguards on April 8.  Thank you to those who attended. 

 

On May 13 the SEPAC will hold a Transition Evening.  This evening

will focus on the transition of students within the District (ex.  Little

Lancers to Kindergarten,  Grade 5 at H.A. Yelle to Grade 6 at

Norton Middle, Grade 8 at Norton Middle to Grade 9 at NHS).

 Representatives from each school will be available.

SAVE THE DATE

5/3 - Attleboro Area Games

5/13 - SEPAC Transition Evening

After finishing their inaugural season as Division 2

State Finalists the NHS Unified Track and Field Team

is back!! We are so excited to see what our students

athletes have in store this season!! The schedule is as

follows: 

 

April 10    3:15    Home vs. Dighton Rehoboth

April 24    3:15    Home vs. Seekonk

May 2       3:15    Home vs. Walpole

May 9       3:15    Away vs. Brockton

Week of May 20   TBD     Sectionals

May 29                              State Meet at Milford HS

 

Come out and cheer on our team!!!!

Thank You!!
Thank you to all who supported our recent Awareness

Events: 

 

March 6 - Spread the Word Inclusion

March 21- Crazy Sock Day for World Down Syndrome

Awareness Day

April 2 - Light it up Blue Day for Autism Awareness.

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=jsullivan@norton.k12.ma.us
https://twitter.com/Npspps
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TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT
by Karen Winsper, Director of Instructional Technology karenwinsper@norton.k12.ma.us    @kwinsper

Lancer Film Festival
On Tuesday, May 7th, the second annual Lancer Film Festival will take place at Norton

High School. Over 50 films were submitted by students and staff for this year’s event!

Categories include mathematics, science, world language, the arts, technology, editing,

special effects, sports, and more. Please view our announcement video to see if you

know any of the nominees! https://youtu.be/1JufcGVnW4U

Accessing Google Classroom and Schoolbrains
A parent recently inquired about accessing their child’s Google Classroom and Schoolbrains’ Community Portal accounts and I

thought this was a great topic to share with others. 

 

Norton is a G Suite for Education district which means that all staff can choose to create Google Classrooms to interact online with

their students and colleagues. Think of Google Classroom as a digital extension of the regular classroom space. This is where

teachers may post assignments, conduct discussions, facilitate student projects, etc. It is also an area where students can turn in

assignments. Only those with @norton.k12.ma.us accounts can login and access Norton Google Classrooms. Staff may choose to

share an email summary of assignments posted in Google Classroom with parents/guardians. This would be something set up by

individual teachers. Even though it is available for all of our schools, using Google Classroom is not a requirement. Some teachers

may choose not to use Google Classroom with their students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schoolbrains is our student information system that is used by our middle and high school teachers to post grades for students and

their parents/guardians to view. Typically, grades are updated every two weeks. Middle and high school students along with their

parents/guardians have usernames and passwords to access the Schoolbrains community portal. If you or your child have a question

about your logins, you should reach out to the guidance office at NMS or NHS. Elementary students and parents/guardians do not

have access to view grades in Schoolbrains.

Guests are invited to walk the red carpet beginning at 5:30pm where paparazzi will snap

pictures and interview nominees. The awards ceremony will begin at 6pm. We expect

the festivities to be concluded by 7:30pm. You can view pictures from last year’s event

by visiting our Lancer Film Fest photo album.

Please let us know if you will be attending the event by visiting http://bit.ly/lffrsvp19 to

RSVP. We can’t wait to celebrate with you!

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=karenwinsper@norton.k12.ma.us
https://twitter.com/kwinsper
https://youtu.be/1JufcGVnW4U
https://photos.app.goo.gl/72e4GdyfVV2X9yGT9
http://bit.ly/lffrsvp19

