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We have been lucky so far this winter. Yet, no decision is more controversial than a snow 
day. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

On a snow day my day begins at 4:15 a.m. My first call is to Wade Lizotte, Director of 

Facilities, who has already called the Norton Highway Department and our grounds crew 

for insight. I then text my local Superintendent group of 11 local leaders. We all text 

about the latest information from the National Weather Office in Norton, MA. A 

decision is then made and we go with it. 

 

by Dr. Joseph Baeta, Superintendent of Schools
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FY2020 Budget Update
Starting on February 28th the Norton School Committee will begin the process of 

looking at the FY20 budget. By March 7th the School Committee will make its final 

decision based on my recommendation. We MUST address our legal mandates in 

special education and English Language Learners as this is a significant part of our 

budget. We then address strategic planning recommendations as we target College, 

Career and Life Skill Readiness PreK-12. Our goal is to maintain at least a Level 

Services budget (keep what we have). Detailed information will be forwarded to you 

once the School Committee takes its final vote on March 7th. Please consider attending 

the March 7th meeting at 6:30pm at the NMS Library.

 

https://twitter.com/DrBaetaNPS
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With February in the rearview mirror now, we start to look forward to March and the promise of Spring. During the much 

needed February break, the custodians continued to clean, paint and do small repairs to their buildings. Every single 

classroom, district wide was disinfected with our electrostatic disinfectant sprayers. I can promise you that our team is 

doing everything possible to keep our schools safe and clean. 

 

Our custodians are such a friendly and talented group of men and women. Some are seen daily but some are working 

diligently behind the scenes and are never seen. The work that these men and women perform for the district is second to 

none. Not only do they keep our buildings clean and safe, they frequently are making small repairs and adjustments to all 

sorts of equipment. They shovel and plow our sidewalks and parking lots. They greet students and staff members each day 

with a friendly good morning or perhaps a good night as they prepare to leave for the evening. They keep us warm in the 

winter and cool in spring and fall. They oversee many sporting events and banquets. They are there for the entire calendar 

year, working all summer long, helping teachers pack up their rooms as they prepare to leave for their summer vacation 

and welcoming them back in the fall for a brand new school year. I am so very proud of the work our crew does for us each 

and every day.  

 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
by Wade Lizotte, Director of Facilities wadelizotte@norton.k12.ma.us  @wadelizotte

Facility Management Appreciation

BUSINESS OFFICE
by Matthew Wells, School Business Administrator mwells@norton.k12.ma.us  

We have been hard at work in the creation of the FY2020 budget during the month of February. We have met with all building 

and central office administrators to discuss the district needs, and will be completing the draft budget before the end of the 

month. The School Committee will get their first look at the budget at the regular monthly meeting scheduled on February 28, 

2019.  The annual budget workshop is scheduled for Saturday March 2nd, where the Committee will establish the 

recommended budget.  This recommended budget will be presented at the public forum on March 7, 2019, followed the same 

night with a vote of the School Committee to approve the budget.

 

 

Budget

Food Service
Our district food service operations have been producing excellent food at all of our schools, and we have been receiving great 

feedback form students on the quality of the food and the options available. We ask parents to please take a moment to look at 

their child’s lunch account balance. Balances can be viewed by logging into your My Schools Bucks account through the 

following link: https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home

<continued on page 3>

School facility management and the work that our custodial crews perform directly affects teaching and 

learning, student and staff health, day-to-day building operations, and the long-term fiscal health of the 

entire education organization. Our facilities are the public’s view of the quality of our educational 

system and our ability to be good stewards for the taxpayer. We work extremely hard here and take this 

task seriously.

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=wadelizotte@norton.k12.ma.us
https://twitter.com/wadelizotte
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=mwells@norton.k12.ma.us
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home
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OFFICE OF TEACHING AND LEARNING
by Jennifer O'Neill, Assistant Superintendent forTeaching and Learning joneill@norton.k12.ma.us  

  
@NortonCIA

Spring 2019 MCAS Testing Dates
Beginning at the end of March, students in Grades 3-10 will 

participate in the annual MCAS assessment. This year all 

students will be participating in the computer-based assessment 

on their 1:1 District Chromebooks. While students in grades 4-8 

have been taking the MCAS 2.0 assessment online since 2017, 

this will be the first computer based MCAS assessment for our 

grade 3 and high school students. In partnership with the 

Instructional Technology office, we are working with both 

teachers and students so that they can feel comfortable with this 

type of assessment. The Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education has released student tutorials as well as 

practice assessments so that students have the opportunity to 

experience the online assessment prior to the day of testing. 

The MCAS schedule for each of our buildings can be found on 

our website under MCAS Information.

Thank you Manny!
Do you remember where you were back on August 15, 1985?  Manny Texieria does. That was the day he was offered a full-time 
custodian position for the Norton Public Schools, and he accepted. After 33 ½ years of service, Manny will be retiring from being 
the head custodian of the NMS. Manny was named head custodian of the Middle School when the building was built back in 1998. 
His hard work and dedication to that building was never in question. His service to the public and staff members is second to none, 
but it’s his relationship with the students that puts Manny to the head of the class. Every student that has gone through the MS has 
some sort of a fond memory of Manny. Manny will be forever linked to the Norton Middle School. We thank him for his years of 
service. He will be missed.
 
 
 

<continued from page 2>

Joe Traupman will be named as the next head custodian of the Norton Middle School. We wish Joe all the best.
 
 
 

<continued on page 4>

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=joneill@norton.k12.ma.us
https://twitter.com/Nortoncia
https://www.norton.k12.ma.us/district/teaching-and-learning
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The PPS Office has moved. We are now located on the 

other side of the H.A. Yelle School parking lot in the 

Superintendent’s Office. Our phone number has also 

changed, it is now 508-285-0100 X3.

Pupil Personnel Services 
Office Relocation

STUDENT SERVICES
by Jeanne Sullivan, Director of Pupil Personnel 
Services

jsullivan@norton.k12.ma.us    @NPSPPS

Norton SEPAC - Special 
Education Parent Advisory 
Council
Thank you to Mrs. Hannah Morrison who has led the 

SEPAC for the past several years. We truly appreciate 

all of your hard work and efforts on behalf of the 

Special Education Department and our students.

 

Mrs. Karen Drane has assumed the role of the SEPAC 

Chairperson. We welcome Karen to her new role and 

look forward to working together on behalf of our 

students.

 

The next SEPAC Meeting will be held on Monday, 

March 11 at 6:00 p.m. in the H. A. Yelle School Library. 

We hope you can join us as we meet the new 

chairperson, and plan our future meetings.

Extended School Year 
Services
The warm weather last week had me thinking ahead 

to the spring and summer.  Extended School Year 

Services will be held Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

from 8:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. beginning July 9tb and 

ending August 8th. The location is to be determined. 

Children on IEPs are deemed eligible for extended 

school year services by their IEP Team. To determine 

eligibility, IEP Teams collect and analyze data 

demonstrating student’s ability to maintain 

previously learned skills during vacations and long 

weekends. If  you have any questions regarding 

extended school year services please reach out to the 

Team Chairperson in your child’s building.

<continued from page 3>

Kindergarten registration for the 

upcoming school year has opened 

and all materials are due by March 9th.

Children who will be five years old on 

or before August 31, 2019, are eligible 

to enter Kindergarten in the fall of 2019.

The registration forms can be found on the District webpage 

under the “Families” tab, or you may pick up a packet at the 

front offices of the J. C. Solmonese and L.G. Nourse 

Elementary schools. Please return completed registrations to 

the Superintendent’s office, 64 West Main Street. Parents and 

guardians of incoming kindergarten students are invited to 

join us for a Kindergarten Open House on Tuesday, March 

12th, 2019, at your child’s school from 6:00 to 7:00pm. The 

building principals will be available to answer your questions 

about our kindergarten program and offer you a tour of the 

school.

Reminder: Kindergarten 
Registration

Curriculum Updates
The Social Studies vertical team met last month to begin 

the review of our K-12 curriculum and align our standards 

with the new 2018 History and Social Science Framework. 

Major changes have been made in area of civics education, 

including implementing student led civics projects as a 

requirement of all districts. Our Grade 8 social studies 

team is working with new textbooks to finalize Civics 

curriculum which will be utilized with all grade 8 students 

next year, and new textbooks have been purchased to 

support a United States Government elective course which 

will be offered at the high school. Please watch for further 

information on the status of this work in the upcoming 

months!

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=jsullivan@norton.k12.ma.us
https://twitter.com/Npspps
https://www.norton.k12.ma.us/families/kindergarten-registration
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TECHNOLOGY DEPARTMENT
by Karen Winsper, Director of Instructional Technology karenwinsper@norton.k12.ma.us    @kwinsper

Technology Supports Student Learning
All across our schools, Norton students are leveraging technology to demonstrate competency of their learning. Under the direction 

of their teachers, students are expressing themselves creatively using tools, platforms, formats and digital media appropriate for 

their age and grade levels. Students are able to use digital tools to communicate and collaborate with others, perform research, write 

persuasively, design products, create artwork, and so much more. 

 

Access to modern technology expands learning and teaching opportunities for our Norton Public Schools community. These 

include virtual and augmented reality experiences through Google Expeditions, CoSpacesEDU, and Merge Cube apps and coding 

lessons from kindergarten through high school. We continue to grow our knowledge of best practices for integrating technology 

across the curriculum.

First grade students in Mrs. Welch’s class at JCS use iPads as 

one tool to help them demonstrate their learning. Traditional 

and online books were used to gather information and 

students published their findings using the ChatterPix app.

Kindergarten students in Mrs. Falvey’s class at LGN use 

OSMO learning kits with iPads to practice letters, 

numbers, shapes and more. Thanks to Norton NEED for 

supporting this project!

<continued on page 6>

Ms. Carlson’s first graders at the LGN used the DoInk green 

screen app on the iPads to immerse themselves in a scene 

inspired by the book Knuffle Bunny by Mo Willems.

Students in 4th and 5th grade utilize their chromebooks on a 

daily basis. Teachers have developed meaningful lessons that 

provide opportunities for collaboration and reflection.

In our elementary libraries, students in second and third grades are 

learning how to use online encyclopedias and appropriate online search 

strategies under the direction of library media specialist, Ms. Durmis.

In celebration of the 100th day of school, Mrs. Cashton had 

students in her tech classes at the HAY use the Aging Booth 

app to transport themselves into the future to see what their 

100 year old selves would look like.

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=karenwinsper@norton.k12.ma.us
https://twitter.com/kwinsper
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Coding and Robotics

Students 

programming the 

Dash robots at 

the JCS

Kindergarten 

students using 

puzzles to develop 

computational 

thinking skills in 

Mrs. Andrade’s 

technology class at 

the JCS.

<continued from page 5>

Mrs. Gonet’s students virtually visited Egyptian tombs 

before creating their own during social studies class at 

Norton Middle School.

3D puzzles designed and printed in Mrs. Bridges’ STEM 

class at NMS.

The NHS cubing club, under the advisement of library media specialist Mrs. Young, invited fellow cubers from the 

elementary schools to help with a recent mosaic of Tom Brady. Thanks to Norton NEED for supporting this project!

Mrs. Andrade’s 

students 

programming the 

new ROOT robots 

which were 

provided by the 

generous support 

of the JCS SPO

HAY students 

programming Ozobots 

under Mrs. Cashton’s 

direction.

Mrs. Bridges’ 

computer club 

built, coded, and 

used their own 

Kano computers at 

NMS.

Building and 

programming 

robotics 

under Ms. 

Murphy’s 

guidance in 

the new NHS 

Robotics II 

class.


