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As I write this last 2018-2019 section I am

thinking about all of the great things that have

happened this year. Our new Vision2022

strategic plan has been fully vetted and will

take us to the next level PreK-12.

 

The priorities of Vision2022 include:

by Dr. Joseph Baeta, Superintendent of Schools
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Social Emotional Health
The increase in student social emotional

health is taking a significant toll on the day to

day schooling of students. Student anxiety

and depression are at an all time high for

NPS. We see it PreK-12 and from all walks of

life. This requires further funding for

professional development and the need for

hiring specialists in the field of SEL. I know

that people understand the need but we must 

also ask ourselves about how we can best

provide these supports. We have students

in our buildings for under 7 hours per day

and 180 days. What happens with the

other 17 hours and 186 days is an area that

needs our investment. We must find the

wrap around services within the

community and the region. We must do

so understanding that we must provide as

many options as we can because of things

like health insurance. We must think

outside the box. Let me provide one such

idea.

 

I think that our schools should be open

for counseling and support services

beyond the regular school day. Let’s begin

with having NMS available from 4-5pm

twice weekly for counseling services.

Better yet, let’s do this at each school. We

need to find the willing partners that can

work within our buildings during regular

and after hours so that every student has

the opportunity regardless of health

insurance to get what they need.

Someone once told me that the HEART is

the town and the schools are the BRAINS.

Well, our children’s brains need our

heart.

Develop the whole child by recognizing the uniqueness

of each student as a scholar, citizen, athlete, and

community member

 

Create and support a collaborative learning climate and

culture of continuous improvement and professional

learning.

 

Enhance positive community relationships and support

by developing a clear and collaborative communication

plan, including norms and expectations, that is accessible

for staff, parents, students, and the community.

1.

 

 

2.

 

 

3.

 

https://twitter.com/DrBaetaNPS
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The Facilities department is getting ready for what appears to be a very busy Summer. We will once again be hosting the

Champions day care program at the Henri A. Yelle and Summer school classes at the J.C. Solmonese and the HS. The enrichment

program will be held at the MS this summer. 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
by Wade Lizotte, Director of Facilities wadelizotte@norton.k12.ma.us  @wadelizotte

BUSINESS OFFICE
by Matthew Wells, School Business Administrator mwells@norton.k12.ma.us  

At Town Meeting on May 15, 2019 the FY2020 School

Department budget of $29,622,648 was approved. This

budget represents a 3.9% increase over the previous year.

This increase allows for the School Department to have a

strong start in FY2020, and we plan to request additional

funds at the October Town Meeting for classroom

supports.

FY2020 Budget

Summer Facilities

Summer Improvements
We will continue to test and make improvements to our

drinking water and bubblers in regards to lead and copper.

Our results will be posted on our school district’s website. We

will also be performing our normal scheduled summertime

cleaning: stripping and waxing floors, cleaning classrooms and

kitchens, washing windows, and dusting and vacuuming. We

will also be conducting endless inspections and renewal of our

building certificates. Fire equipment, sprinkler systems,

elevators, bleachers, air flow and building exhaust vents, A/C

units, generators, Asbestos, pesticides are just some of the

inspections that we will have to pass before we can open our

buildings come September.

In the end we are constantly maintaining and improving our school buildings, making them a safe and inviting place for our kids

to come to every day to learn and grow - a place where they can feel safe and make unforgettable memories that will last a

lifetime. We hope you and your families all have a wonderful Summer vacation. See you back here in September.

- Paving, seal coating, relining and sidewalk repairs and,

refinishing the gym floor.
NHS

NMS

HAY

JCS

LGN

- Removing guidance office carpets on

the first floor and installing new tile.

- MSBA window project and updates to the playground.

- MSBA window project and updates to

the playground.

- Summer school. MSBA window project.

Transportation
School transportation registration has opened up for both

registering your student and for the payment of the fee.  The

deadline for registering is June 30, 2019.  You can follow this link to

the Transportation page of the Norton Public Schools website for

important information, dates, and links to the registration form and

Unipay site: https://www.norton.k12.ma.us/district/transportation

 

Once you have submitted the registration form you will receive an

email confirming that you did submit it.  It is important to note that

your student registration is not complete until you have made the

payment of the fee if required.  Registrations that have an

outstanding fee after June 30, 2019 may be cancelled. If you were

placed on a payment plan for the current year’s transportation fee

please make sure you are paid in full by June 30th. Registrations

with outstanding FY2019 fees will be on hold until the fee is paid in

full.

School Lunch
As we finish the year please make sure that your student’s

food service account is paid in full.  Any balances

remaining will roll over into the following school year. 

 You can check your students balance through the

following link:

https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?

requestAction=home

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=wadelizotte@norton.k12.ma.us
https://twitter.com/wadelizotte
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=mwells@norton.k12.ma.us
https://www.norton.k12.ma.us/district/transportation
https://www.myschoolbucks.com/ver2/login/getmain?requestAction=home
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OFFICE OF TEACHING AND LEARNING
by Jennifer O'Neill, Assistant Superintendent forTeaching and Learning joneill@norton.k12.ma.us  

 
 @NortonCIA

Global Education Program
Over April break, I had the opportunity to travel to Italy with our Global

Education program at NHS. Beginning in 2017, students at Norton High

School have had the opportunity to step outside the Norton bubble with

tours to Portugal, Spain, & Italy, a service learning experience in the

Dominican Republic and a Student Leadership Summit in Berlin.

Currently, registration is open for a service learning trip to Peru in April

of 2020 and a Paris/Barcelona tour in June of 2020. All students must

complete an application in order to be considered for these experiences,

including a teacher recommendation, attendance and discipline review. 

Seal of Biliteracy
On November 22, 2017, Governor Baker signed into law “An Act Relative to Language Opportunity for Our Kids,” Chapter 138

of the Acts of 2017, commonly referred to as the LOOK Act. The State Seal of Biliteracy is a key element of the LOOK Act. On

June 26, 2018, the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education adopted regulations that describe the criteria that school

districts must use to award the State Seal of Biliteracy. The regulations describe that the purposes of the State Seal of

Biliteracy are to:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Significantly, the State Seal of Biliteracy provides a means to recognize high school graduates who attain high functional and

academic levels of proficiency in English and a foreign language, meaning that those students can function in those languages

in authentic, real-life situations. The district is currently working on obtaining our approval from DESE in order to be able to

award students beginning with the class of 2020 the seal of biliteracy. Additionally, the Office of Teaching and Learning is

developing appropriate resources for the Norton High School guidance department as well as students and families on the

ways that students can apply for this designation and see if they are eligible. Information will be presented to the Norton

School Committee this fall and introduced to our incoming seniors in early October.

Overseen by Jen Tonelli, Amy Mahoney and Kim Birkett, the The Global 

Citizenship Club (GCC)  and is open to all students at Norton High School 

interested in global competence and awareness. The GCC offers social, 

educational, and service activities that promote global competence and furthers the mission of the entire GCC.  The GCC

meets once per month and offers an array of globally-themed activities each month. The Global Certificate Program (GCP) is

an application-based program with specific requirements at Norton High School. Students in the Certificate Program are

required to participate in the GCC. Students who are only in the GCC may also choose to apply to the certificate program;

participation in the club will be a factor in the admission process for a Certificate Candidate. The GCC and Certificate

Program are intricately connected in terms of social activities, leadership, vision, and purpose; however, the Certificate

Program demands a higher level of commitment and involvement from accepted students in addition to other academic and

extracurricular activities.

Encourage students to study and master languages;

Certify attainment of biliteracy skills;

Recognize the value of language diversity;

Provide employers with a method of identifying people with language and biliteracy

skills;

Provide universities with a method to recognize and give credit to applicants for the

attainment of high-level skills in languages;

Prepare students with skills that will benefit them in the labor market and the global

society; and

Strengthen intergroup communication and honor the multiple cultures and languages

in a community.[1]

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=joneill@norton.k12.ma.us
https://twitter.com/Nortoncia
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Honoring a Special Man

STUDENT SERVICES
by Jeanne Sullivan, Director of Pupil Personnel
Services

jsullivan@norton.k12.ma.us    @NPSPPS

Special Olympics

Professional Development

On Thursday, May 30, 2019 the Norton High School

Guidance and Student Support Center was renamed

the John B. Atwood Guidance and Student Support

Center. Mr. Atwood was the Director of Guidance and

Special Education in Norton from 1974-2006. He also

served 3 terms as a school committee member in

Norton.During his time here he supported hundreds

of students and families. It was so special to be able to

honor his service to Norton Public Schools in this way.

A reminder that the Attleboro Area Games will be held

on Thursday, June 6 at Attleboro High School.  We

wish all of our athletes good luck!!

On Friday, May 17 the Social Emotional Learning

Committee held a District wide Professional

Development Event featuring “Won’t You Be My

Neighbor?” a documentary on the life of Mr. Rogers.

 This event was designed to help District staff focus on

why we do what we do, managing our own wellness and

supporting our students.  This event was followed up

with a #NPSneighbors Twitter Chat hosted by Mr.

Geoghegan, Principal of the H. A. Yelle School where

staff discussed the importance of meeting students

where they are and creating a community in our

schools and classrooms.

TECHNOLOGY
DEPARTMENT

by Karen Winsper, Director of Instructional Technology

karenwinsper@norton.k12.ma.us    @kwinsper

Chromebook Collection
All students in grades 6-11 will need to turn

in their chromebooks and chargers during 

the last week of school. The technology 

department will be collecting devices at 

NMS on Monday, June 10th and Tuesday 

June 11th and at NHS on Wednesday, 

June 12th and Thursday, June 13th. If students have lost their

chargers, a replacement should be purchased. Here is a link to a

compatible charger: https://amzn.to/30Spxjn 

 

If you would like to purchase on your own, look for a

compatible charger for the HP Chromebook 11 G5. Some grade

levels will be receiving new devices in the fall and others will get

their current devices returned. It depends on the lease cycle of

the chromebooks. 

If you have any questions, please contact Karen Winsper at

kwinsper@norton.k12.ma.us or 508-285-0100 x6

Lancer Film Festival
Our second annual film festival was a great success! The red

carpet event was enjoyed by all the students, families, and staff

members who attended. Dr. Baeta served as the celebrity

emcee for the evening as 26 awards were handed out. Thank

you to our very creative students and staff who submitted

films for consideration. We appreciate the support of Roche

Brothers and Showcase Cinema de Lux for donating

refreshments. Hope to see you next year!

<continued on Page 5>

https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=jsullivan@norton.k12.ma.us
https://twitter.com/Npspps
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&source=mailto&to=karenwinsper@norton.k12.ma.us
https://twitter.com/kwinsper
https://amzn.to/30Spxjn
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On Saturday, April 27th, the Norton High School Robotics Team competed in the

2019 New England Regional BotBall Tournament at UMASS Lowell. The BotBall

Program engages middle and high school aged students in a team-oriented robotics

competition. This was the first year students from Norton High School  participated

in the competition.  A new Computer Science and Robotics program was started this

year, and the students in Robotics II in the Spring Semester made up the team, the

Founding Fathers.

BotBall Competition

Technovation
Another first for Norton High School was partaking in the Technovation competition.

Technovation is an international girls’ app challenge. The program offers girls around

the world the opportunity to learn the skills they need to emerge as tech entrepreneurs

and leaders. Every year, girls are tasked to identify a problem in their community and

then develop a plan to solve it. Under the direction of a mentor, the girls work in teams

to build both a mobile app and a business plan to launch that app. The process is

inspired by the principles of design thinking that include:  Ideation: identify a problem

in the community, Technology: develop a mobile app solution, Entrepreneurship: build

a business plan to launch the app, and Pitch: bring the business to market.

 

Twenty-six teams from across Massachusetts and Rhode Island participated in the

showcase event at Wentworth Institute of Technology on May 11th. The showcase

culminated in the Live Pitch portion of the day. The five top scoring senior division

teams and the top two junior division teams were selected to pitch in front of the

audience of approximately 150 people and a panel of four distinguished industry

judges.  

<continued from Page 4>

Under the direction of Robotics II teacher Ms. Kerri Murphy, students built various robots and programmed them to complete chosen

tasks while attempting to earn a specific number of points.  During class, students worked collaboratively to construct the game board,

choose the best 2 robots and programs of the class to use for the competition, and then test their creations.  The robots were required to

run autonomously on the eight by eight game board and complete a series of tasks such as picking up cubes or knocking objects over in a

simulation of a natural disaster rescue mission.  In order to fulfill the automatic parameters, the robots included light sensors which

triggered the robots to begin the programming sequence.

The competition included two parts: one in which the teams run the

robot by itself and another in which they were entered into a bracket

and competed against other teams. Out of 25 how many teams, the

Norton High School team was in the top 10 most of the day, and

received an award, Judge’s Choice for Outstanding Team Spirit.  They

had the best t-shirts and fans!

 

The 2019 Norton High School Robotics Team members are:  Brendan

Curtin, DJ Eno, Rhomario Harrison, Matt Kurland, Ben Major, Ethan

O’Leary, and Stephen Tamulis.  Congratulations Founding Fathers!

Norton High School’s Technovation Team, Lady Lancers, was made up of Skye Goba, Destiny Greaves, Olivia McConnell, Ashley

Schepis, Emmalee Schepis, and Ashlyn Sylvia. Skye, Emmalee, and Ashlyn represented the team at the event on May 11th.  They

were very eloquent and impressive as they described their application, Life Managed, to the judges. Life Managed was an answer

to the problems adolescents have with stress around organization of their schoolwork, work and extracurricular activities, as well

as a focus on relieving anxiety. The girls did very well and are awaiting their scores and feedback!

https://wit.edu/

